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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 


Golden Text for the Quarter: Our fathers trusted in thee : 
they trusted, and thou didst deliver them.—Psa. 22: 4. 
1. January 5.—The Creation... ........ Gen. 1:1 to 2:3 
2. toons 12.—Man the Crown of 
Creation . . . Gen. x : 26, 27; 2: 4-25; Psa. 8 
3. January -19.—Man's Wie ils PD. ca wee te Gen. 3 
4. January 26,—Cain and Abel... 2 nhs ew ee Gen. 455-15 
‘ebruary 2.—The Flood . - - Gen. 6 : 9-22; 7 : 11-24 
February 9.—God's Covenant with ‘Noah , . . Gen. 8:1 to 9i17 
7. February.16.—The-Callof Abram ......... Gen, 12°; x 
rf February 23. —Abram RT bik re co et Gen. 13 : 1-1 
9. March 2.—God’s Covenant with Abraham. . . Gen. 15; 17: 1-8 


10, oy neath Destruction of Sodom 


tance Lesson)... . Gen. 19 2 t- 2 12-29 


11. March’ Sa hé Test of Abraham’s Faith... . . Gen. 22 : 1-19 
x2. March 23:—Isaac and Rebekah . 2. .s 1. 6 6 eee Gen. 24 

Or, Easter Lesson—The Empty Tomb. . . Mark 16: 1-11 
13. March 30.—Review—The God of Our Fathers. 
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The Passer-By 
By Mabel Earle 


was the dream I saw before I woke z 

Silver and rose across the paling sky 

The earliest glory of the morning broke ; 
This was the voice I heard, when He went by. 


One walked at midnight in a storm-swept land, 
. His breast against the blast, his feet astray; 
Out of the davleness came an unseen hand, 
That stayeé his steps, and led him on his way, 
Safe-guided>to the border-lands of day. 


One sank ovtwearied in a swollen flood ; . 
The black cold water hurled him toward the sea s— 
Close.at his side a succoring strength withstood 
The gulfing waves, and bore him mightily 
Unto the haven where he sought to be. 


One faltered stricken on a hard-fought field, 
The. good sword shattered in his nerveless hand ; 
Even as he fell, an arm stretched out to shield 
Fis wounded breast; a sudden-flashing brand 
Fiamed o’er his head, and victory swept the land, 


One wept alone beside a crumbling tomb, 
Desolate as the unforgotten dead ; 

Slow footsteps paused beside him in the gloom, 
And a hand waited resting on his head ;— 
Words cannot utter what the Stranger said. 


So. passing by He went across the lands 

Through field and desert, mart and shrine and street ; 
The hungry and the weary kissed His hands, 

The guilty and forsaken clasped His feet, 

And at His touch earth’s bitterness grew sweet. 


This was the dream that lingered on my sight, 
While the last shadows lifted from the sea ; 

O Son.of man, O living Light of Light, 

Make real the vision of that love in me! 


Welcoming Our Enemy-Friend 


Better than all the best and richest experiences 
that Christ's own can know in this present life is 
death. We call it death, because it brings to an end 
all the visible activities of the body. And it is a work 
of Satan, intended of him to be irseparable disaster. 
Yet it is changed by Christ into one of the greatest 
goals that God offers us. Dr. Robert F. Horton, in 
‘*The Triumphant Life,"’ tells of *‘a Brigadier Lee of 
the Salvation Army who died in Norway after a sharp 
illness. The brigadier was a woman, and as she 
drew near the end her husband sitting by her said : 
‘You are not afraid of death, dear, are you?’ She 
looked .up with clear, surprised eyes and said, ‘But it 
is for this that I lived.""* Why should we ‘fear that 
for which our whole life has been spent! Death 
ushers in’ the beginning of- the glories that can never 
be. expressed in human words. We have Life in 
Christ while we are still in the natural body ; but, 
until he comes again, we cannot know his more fully 
released Life except as death sets.us free.. To live is 
Christ? and that is glory indeed ; but to die is gain. 


x 
Insisting on Our Rights 


God gives each’ of us certain rights, which we 
ought rigidly to hold to and insist upon. But it is 
important to be quite clear as to what these rights are. 
They are not the sort of rights commonly talked about. 
They are not, for example, such selfish and superficial 
rights as ‘* life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness."’ 
Three rights that @%e ours, and that are far better than 
those three, are death, bondage, and the pursuit of 
other people’s happiness. When Jesus Christ, who 
had never sinned, and who is the life of the world, 
was facing the outcome of his voluntarily chosen 
course, he announced that he would lay down his life, 
and he added : ‘‘ No one taketh it away from me, 
but I lay it down of myself,. I have power to lay it 
down." The margin shows that the word ‘‘ power”’ 
gnay be rendered ‘‘right.’’ It was Jesus’ right to lay 
down his life : he had been given authority to do this. 
And he gives us the same great right. Unless we 
claim and use this right, we shall be robbed of a pre- 
cious privilege. We have a right to die to self, to 
live in bondage to Jesus Christ, to let him pour out 
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his life through us in the interests of others. Let us 
rejoice in our rights and assert them to the uttermost. 
Only then do we know the joy of the freedom of God. 


x 
Not Kept Waiting ° 


Even while we wait on the Lord for some things 
we may have the riches of his instant answer in other 
things. We may have Aimsed/f always and instantly, 
if by faith we will but see and receive him. And 
many of his best blessings are pledged to us for now 
and here in this life; we are not asked to wait for 


them until we enter into the lifeto come, The Psalm- - 


ist knew this when he sang :' 


“*T had fainted, unless I had believed to see the good- 
ness of Jehovah 
In the land of the living.” 

It was by his believing that he saw fhe blessings. Oh, 
let us take hold on God and his love and_his_ power 
by a mighty, daring belief for the results that he will 
bring to pass in the land of the living, if he can but 
have our belief to work through. Heaven has infinite 
riches for us ; but earth has infinite riches for us also. 
Let us not faint, but believe to see God’s goodness. 


ax 
The Fruitbearing Life 


There is only one life in the world that bears 
fruit which endures, and that life is Christ's life. And 
Christ's life bears fruit all the time. The fruit of the 
Spirit is his: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kind- 
ness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control. 
And the bringing of souls that are dead in’ sin into 
eternal life in Christ,—that is part of Christ's fruit- 
bearing work, Every human being in whom the 
Spirit of God, by a new birth, dwells, is fruit. of: the 
Vine that is Christ. So our only hope of bearing 
fruit is.to. recognize that Christ alone can bear it. 
Fruitbearing will begin in us in supernatural abund- 
ance only when Christ himself is allowed to constitute 
himself literally and wholly our life... When he is 
our only life, the fruitbearing of the Vine, of which we 
are branches, will go on in us and through us all the 
time. We shall not have to think about it or strive 
to bring results to pass : Christ himself, with the effort- 
less omnipotence of God, will do it all and always. 
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Triumphant Inaction 


HE height of human courage is not always reached 
in the daring things tha: men do, It is attained 
quite as often, perhaps even oftener, in the 

things which we do not do, Our utmost of confidence 
and power may be shown in times when we just do 
nothing at all, The great ‘‘dares"’ are those in which 
our conscience or the voice of God bids us be strong 
enough to hold our hands. In allthe words of Christ, 
and in the later words of his apostles, we are often 
told to do nothing under circumstances where it taxes 
our Courage and fortitude to the utmost to obey. One 
does not fairly take in, because of thie very familiarity 
of it, the astounding character of some of these com- 
mands to jinaction. 

When Paul says, ‘‘In nothing be anxious,’’. nine 
hundred and ninety-niné people out of a thousand 
will let the saying fall weak and flat upon their hear- 
ing and will‘ have no idea of what a revolutionary and 
amazing word they are listening to. They will in- 
stantly water it down to a vague generality which de- 
clares that anxiety is a painful and disagreeable thing 
and‘that it is well to lessen it as much as we can. 
And many daring believers often do fot rise to Paul's 
position, that it is to be absolutely put out of the way, 
and that that there is not a single situation in which 
Weare ta, feet anxiety. We do ‘not realize what'com- 
plete, whiolesafe, and inclusive vigor may go into the 





word nothing, or how that negative word, which seems 
like the height of exaggeration, is a cool, firm, and 
exact word, and the only one the apostle wanted. It 
takes superhuman courage to actuponit. In nothing, 
in no circumstances that you can name or imagine, is 
the Christian to-be anxious. If anxiety is the only 
activity he can engage in, then let him engage in 
none. There is nothing in the world that can be set 
forward by it. It sounds almost insane. 

But there is a vent for the pent-up feelings, and the 
desire to do something. If in nothing we are.to be 
anxious, it does not mean that we are reduced to par- 
alysis, In everything we are to let our requests be 
known to God with prayer and supplication. No 
anxiety, but no standstill either. Absolute inactivity 
in the direction our pent-up feelings usually go, but 


instant and constant activity in another. And we. 


shali find that nowhere do we have to school ourselves 
with a firmer hand than in just this matter of doing 
nothing. Of course doing nothing pure and simple 
is impossible. We can only refrain from doing by 
having a great alternative on which to work. 

The ‘‘nothings'’ of the new life will put us on our 
mettle. The inaction which the gospel again and 
again prescribes is almost beyond us whose first im- 
pulse is to do something about everything. When 
Paul says, ‘‘Let nothing be done through. strife or 
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vain-glory,’’ how much human activity he cuts out at 
a stroke and condemns in a word. Now most of us 
are so impregnated with a false natural idea that strife 
is an incentive, and putting one’s self forward is abso- 
lutely necessary, that we can hardly imagine what life 
would be without it. Manya tired heart would gladly 
enough cease from the rivalries and intrigues and 
schemings which are wearing it out, if it only dared. 
It hates these plottings, this care of one’s own dignity 
and this struggle for notice and prominence, but it 
has not the. courage to let them go. But if it knew 
that not one abiding thing had ever been accom- 
plished by it, that it was all sheer waste and deficit, 
if it only knew that when in lowliness of mind each 
esteems other better than himself he is steadily build- 
ing up his own life, if he knew all this he might dare 
to drop these useless and burdensome things. 
Thomas Carlyle said of his father that ‘‘ the things 
he had nothing to do with he did nothing with.’’ It 
was a great tribute. There are things which we have 
nothing to do with, like the morrow and anxiety and 
rivalry, but we are always trying to do something with 
them, until by sad experience we are convinced that 
they are not in any man’s line and nobody can accom- 
plish anything with them, To fail in them is no real 
failure, because no one could ever succeed in them. 
We must not suppose that only those hours count 
in which we. are aggressively and actively busy. There 
are situations where waiting is the very soul of achieve- 
ment. There is as much brilliancy in the things that 
some men do not do as in anything they ever do, 
while some others neutralize their best efforts by not 
daring to omit some particular things, We like tc 
.think of ourselves as equal to any emergency, but 
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there are emergencies to which we can be equal only 
by keeping silence, by restraining anger and by doing 
nothing. That word nothing speaks of great curative 
properties. ‘a ah ‘ 

In our Christian life there come pauses and periods 
where activity is not the best thing for us. When wé 
are exhausted or when we are out of health and theré 
comes on that old teasing desire to do something, we 
triumph by resisting it, There are times when there 
is not much left in us, and it is a victory to know it 
and act upon it. There are fallow times when the 
soul is recovering itself. There are times when it is 
not our turn, and the temporary withdrawal of our 
own force lets that of others come into needed play. 


* There are times when forces are already at work which 


simply need to be left to themselves like the torces of 
nature. These pauses in life are not to be viewed with 
suspicion, or passed in fretfulness and restlessness. 
One learns, too, that there are a good many questions 
which settle themselves if let alone, and the constant 
desire to intervene and act and make our force felt in 
all situations is an impulse to be restrained. _ Our 
manhood will often seem to.be in question, our cour- 
age will seem to be deficient many a time, but we 
must be willing to let itseem.so. The highest cour- 
age is-shown in our not daring to do some things. 
And so we must not let every criticism, every affront, 
and every hindrance draw us into action or speech. 
Christ's silence before Herod was the most telling in- 
fluence Herod had ever met. And_so with us in our 
degree, our failure to act or respond or do ‘anything 
in the face of some trying ordeals throws more light 
on them and more truly conquers them than our in- 
tensest activity. 





Can Christ Use Sinning Christians? 


Christ came to deliver us from the penalty of our 
sins, and:to keep us from sinning. Often his disci- 
ples. do, not let his full power master their lives. Can 
they then be used at all in Christ's service? This is 
the question that a reader asks about an acquaint- 
ance. The letter that describes the case, somewhat 
changed in details but giving the general substance 
of the facts, is as follows : 


I would like your opinion on a question that has perplexed 
‘a few people, all friends of one another, in regard to a profess- 
ing Christian, who is considered and thought of as such by 
the whole community. 

‘This person is a teacher of young men in Sunday-school, and 
also an active worker in other branches of the church, and 
has truly had good result from his work. But he is conscious 
of the fact that he sins secretly ; and if this sin were known to 
the public all confidence and faith in him would be lost. 

Now, can it be possible for a Christian to sin deliberately 
and knowingly, and at the same time to have good result from 
his teaching or other church work? ‘This question has per- 
plexed us a good deal. 


God does not cast off the members of Christ’s body - 


even when they knowingly and deliberately sin. And 
God does not forbid and prevent their working in his 
vineyard. If only those who never deliberately and 
willfully sinned were used to good result in the king- 
dom on earth, the number of workers wouid. be sadly 
small, There seems to be no question that there are 
Christian disciples who from time to time enter de- 
liberately and intentionally into certain forms of sin, 
yet whose hearts have really been given, to Christ, 
and who of choice are active workers in his church, 
And equally true is it, apparently, that good is done 
through their work. Only those are here referred to 
who have genuinely given themselves to the Saviour, 
and whose work in his name is sincerely done, even 
though they are in the grip of some sin from which 
they have not let Christ deliver them. How many of 
us have not been in that class at one time or another ? 
.For we must remember that any sin and all sin is sin, 
—-whether it is a®so-called dishonorable, disreputable 
sin, or a’ so-called respectable sin. Worry is sin. 
Distrust of God, neglect of prayer, irritability, the 
spirit of unloving criticism,—all these are sins, and 
often habitual sins with active, earnest Christians, 
holding them in bondage. And there are other sins, 
commonly counted worse and. more degrading, that 
are holding many a Christian in their terrible, death- 
like grip. But God: does not refuse to use such 
Christians to good result in his service. Thanks be 
to God, in, his longsuffering love and patience and 
mercy, he uses us sinning Christians. 

But we need not offer him ourselves for use as 
uncle.n vessels. We need not go on in crippled, 


halting, half-barren service as though that were the 








best that the Christian life can mean to us on earth. 
We need not live another day in the seventh chapter 
of Romans,—‘‘the good which I would I do not; but 
the evil which I would not, that I practise. . . I find 
then the law, that, to:me-who-would 'doigood, evil is 


present.”’ For if that is otf life, we may be very 
sure that the good which is resulting from our work is 
only a dwarfed, dimmed hint of the glory of the fruit- 
bearing and service into which Christ longs to bring 
us. No disciple of Christ need live and work in 
habitual sin. None need be content with the scanty 
fragments of good that come from the service of the 
crippled Christian. ‘All Christians may say if they 
will, as they pass from the old life of the seventh of 
Romans into the new Christ-life of Romans 8 ;: 2, 
‘* The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made 
me free from the law of sin and of death.’’. The 
word ‘‘free’’ there means just whatit says: FREE. If 
we are freed from the law of sin, then ‘ the law, that, 
to me who would do go, evil is present,’’ is a broken 
law, and it binds us no more,—unless we choose de- 
liberately to enter into its bondage again. When Christ 
is our whole life we are freed from. the power of sin 
and are kept from sinning. Respectable, trifling, 
open sins are seen to be as black and vile and hein- 
ous as disreputable sins done in secret ; and from both 
kinds we are led out in triumph in Christ. 

Then what wonders of service and its fruitfulness 
begin to be ours! How pitiably small does the old 
‘good result'’ of our former service seem by con- 
trast! How we thrill with the joy of the fulness of 
Christ’s own Life, Christ our life, Christ dwelling 
within us in his glory and purity and love. and om- 
nipotence ! How we long to tell others of the glory 
of the gospel that ‘‘if Christ is in you, the body is 
dead because of sin ; but the spirit is life because of 
righteousness."’ Christ's own righteousness our 
righteousness,—not in theory, but in experienced 
fact! How we praise God in humbled reverence and 
thanksgiving as, like onlookers, we. watch him work- 
ing in us and through us and bearing: fruit in ‘an 
abundance that we never before dreamed was possi- 
ble. How we regret the wasted years of Christian 
life when we did not know that the secret was simply, 
‘‘He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same 
beareth much fruit."’ 

Christ can use and does use sinning Christians. 
But Christ longs to have his sinning disciples enter 
into the joy and the fruitbearing of that freedom trom 
the law of sin which is our birthright'in him. 

A pamphiet, “‘ The Life that Wins,’’ giving the per- 

sonal experience of a Christian worker who.was led 

out into new joy and freedom. in: Christ, may be: had 


from The Sunday School Times Co. at 2 cents each, dr 
20 cents a dézen copies: ‘ 
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Should We Ever Adopt Lower Standards? 
‘What is a person’s duty when his co-workers in 
‘Christian service believe in standards of activity that 
are undoubtedly lower than his own? The question 
is a constant one in the church, A worker in the 
state of Washington describes her own difficulty in 

‘such a situation : . 

I have come to bélieve firmly that the getting up of all sorts 
of entertainments for the purpose of raising money for church - 
work is not Ged's will for us. 

However, the church to which I belong is doing it all the 
time, The young people especially are pushed forward into 
doing this sort of work to for a piano, which was pur- 
chased some time ag0. i am a teacher of the young people 
in the Sunday-school, Have had a mixed class until recently. 
when it was thought best to divide the class. ‘The young 
ladies have fallen to me, and include another class of young 
girls. ‘This other class had organized into a club, and under 
other teachers had in various ways raised-some money, with 
the object in view of continuing to work along that line until a 
sufficient sum was raised to purchase a communion-set.. 

Now I do not-want to teach or train. my class in that way 
of raising money. How far shall I yield to the opinions of 
my co-workers, or what can I plan for my class that will lead 
them to see the nobler way of working for God? 


Only God can give a clear vision of his will to these 
girls and to the other members of this church.; there- 
fore the first and most practical plan for the teacher 
to adopt is to pray that God will do this. Definite, 
systematic, loving, patient, persistent prayer, offered 
‘daily if the Spirit so directs, is the surest method of 
bringing to pass a complete change in the attitude 
and methods of the others. And one must be ready 
to keep on praying until, through one’s: prayer; God 
“has succeeded in overcoming all the forces, human 
and spiritual, that are opposed to him in this,’ If it 
should prove to be a matter of. weeks, months, or 
years, one is not to. be daunted by the delay. :; Per- 
haps this teacher will find her prayer resolving itself 
into a prayer for the spiritual life of the church, and 
for a Pentecostal revival of the whole church. For 
the church's attitude in mistaken methods of ‘raising 
money will quickly be set right when the whole 
church is on fire with a new outpouring of the Spirit. 
And perhaps, also, this definite, persistent prayer of 
_one teacher will lead first of all to a great work of 
grace in that teacher's own life: a new ifilling of 
Chirist as her whole life, with the power in prayer, ‘in 
teaching, in evangelism, ‘which the fulness of-the in- 
dwelling Christ alone can show forth; and‘ which-will 
overcome the opposition that now blocks the way-to 
the best methods of. replenishing the Lord’ s-treasury. 

But in the meantiine what.shall she:do? © Quietly 
and lovingly, having. prayed in special. preparation 
for it, she may, as opportunity offers, seek to show 
her girls, and other members of the church, and the 
pastor himself, just why outright giving is the better 
way. She may, with loving tact, let her own belief 
be known, and, if it seems best, ask to be excused 
from taking part in any of the activities of money- 
raising through sales methods. As she wins the love 
and confidence of her own Sunday-school class, and 
as she prays much about them, it would seem. proba- 
ble that it need not be long before they will be heart- 
ily ready to try her way. One of the best things she 
might do would be to get her girls to join her in form- 
ing a ‘‘tithers’ league,’’ each of them Setting aside a 
tenth of her income or allowance for the Lord’s use, 
and thus bringing before the church a definite exam- 
ple of how the Lord blesses his own ‘Way. Steadily 

through it all she will keep lovingly close to those with 
whose views she differs. If plans for pay entertain- 
ments are already so well under way by her own class 
that it would be disastrous to try to check them for the 
present, it may even be this teacher's duty, as an 
utterly exceptional measure, to take part in those 
plans herself, thus showing her readiness to stand by 
her girls in loving loyalty, even while she lets them 
know frankly that she does not count their method a 
good method. If this is her duty, the girls will be 
only the readier, because’ of her concession, to see 
her position later on and come to it themselves. It 
is never our duty, of course, to join others in that 
which is obviously sinful. But in a matter of ‘this 
sort, which is rather a wholly mistaken method of 
serving the Lord, it is possible that our own conces- 
sion may sometimes be his will as a bridge for others 
to the higher ground. 

For those who wish more light on the blessing of 
tithing, and on the fundamental mistake of the church 


fair or pay entertainment in securing money for the 
Lord, the following pamphiets are recommended : 

““What We Owe and How to Pay It" (2 cents); 
“Thanksgiving Ann’’ (2 cents). Both to be had from 
‘Layman,’ 143 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago. Or 
these will be included in a package of ten pamphiets 
on Tithing, from the same address, for 15 cents. 

** Does a Tenth Belong to the Lord?"’- By H. Ciay 
Trumbull (The Sunday School Times Co., 2 cents, or 
@: a hundred). 

** Lower.n 
day School 


Morals by Raising Money” (The Sun- 
imes Co., 10 cents.) : 


























LESSON FOR DEC. 29 (Review) 
A STEP in the dark is always an interesting 
experience, A little more than a year ago 
The Sunday School Times took such a step. , It 
enlarged its size by about one-third, increasing 
its subscription rates accordingly, thus hoping to 
make what it counted ‘‘a straight answer to a 
growing and urgent demand.’’ Would the readers 
agree with the Times in this? The year has 
gone, and your answer has been given. 


The Readers’ Answer to the Editors.- _ 
It is commonly supposed among those familiar with 
the work of periodical publishing that any consid- 
erable increase in subscription rates «is likely. to 
cause a considerable loss of subscribers in the first 
year of the change, with a gradual return to, or 
advance ever, the previous circulation later, if the 
paper meets a teal demand. A temporary loss of 
twenty or twenty-five percent is not regarded as 
excessive under such circumstances. But on the 
30th of September, 1912, when the latest sub- 
scription-list count of The Sunday School Times 
was made, the new rates having been in force for 
eleven months and the enlarged size for twelve 
months, the subscription list was only eight and 
eight-tenths percent less than the year before. The 
expected upward return and advance had begun 
earlier in the summer, and, after an interruption 
in the autumn, the gain now continues. The 
eight and eight-tenths percent reduction of Sep- 


tember 30 is, on December 7, seven and five- 


tenths percent. For the period of July 1 to 
December 7, 1912, the total number of subscrip- 
tions received was larger than during the same 
period last year, and the largest proportional part 
of this gain has been in December, showing the 
upward movement, 


What God’s Leading Invites To.—The 
encouraging circulation incident is only one of 
many in the year just closing for which the pub- 
lishers and editors of the Times are, profoundly 
grateful to God. There was much, involved-in 
the work on the enlarged paper that had not been 
anticipated. Its editorial demands were greater 
than had been foreseen, and the pressure for 
a while was almost overwhelming. But step by 
step God led on and led through. Hessent addi- 
tional workers to the staff, of his own choosing. 
He provided needed writers in ways where his 
own hand was blessedly evident. He overcame 
and overruled failures on the part of those in 
charge. He raised up new friends and coun- 
sellors. He has brought to pass so many triumphs 
of his own sheer grace and love that the year 
stands out as the most remarkable, ‘in its guidance 
and blessings, of the score of years that record the 
work of those now entrusted with this stewardship. 

It 1s with no ordinary hopefulness, therefore, 
that The Sunday School Times is about..to step 
across the threshold of a new year,—the fifty-fifth 
year of its life. With stich a twelve months. be- 
hind us, have we not every reason to look forward 
to a better yéar ahead? Through a time of 
recognized needs God has led in unremitting 
faithfulness. He has provided an equipment for 
the year to come which is stronger and larger than 
that of a year ago. Opportunities for richer 
service than:has yet been rendered crowd in upon 
the paper. We believe that God will meet these 
in an abundant way. 


The Supreme Mission.—Chief in its oppor- 
tunities for service —The Sunday School Times 
counts the ministry to the personal spiritual life 
of its readers. That the Lord: Jesus Christ will 
use this paper as a means of giving himself in his 
fulness to many lives throughout the world, is the 
pre-eminent prayer and hope of its workers. They 
gladly express here their gratitude for the letters 
of appreciation, encouragement, and assurance of 
fellowship in prayer, which readers have so freely 
written. Very precious are the letters testifying 
to the personal enrichment of life through Christ's 
ministry in The Sunday School Times. 

It is evidently through the continued: and in- 
creasing prayers of readers of The Sunday School 
Times that God's richest blessing on this ministry 
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Talking It Over 
with the Editors 


A look at the year that is gone, 
and ear that lies. ahead 








pect of its successful completion. 





will be poured-out. And God has been leading 
one after another to see this. A Chicago friend 
Wrete: last summer expressing the hope that he 
might: be-counted:an ‘‘intercessory editor'’ of 
The Sunday School Times. Others have told of 
their definite prayer forthe paper. It seems very 


. evident that Ged is working in various lives, inde- 


pendently.of each other, to raise up a prayer circle 
of intercessors through whom he can bring to 
pass the fulness of his will for this work. 


Failure—with Encouragement.—In the 
autumn of-1911 the readers of The Sunday School 
Times were told of the plans and purposes of the 
paper for the year that is now closing. Many of 
those plans were realized. Some were not ; and 
for the fact that any of them failed of realization 
the Editor alone is to blame and expresses his 
deep regret. He also expresses his gratitude for 
the fact that other features which were unan- 
nounced and unforeseen were provided. In look- 
ing ahead now to another year, the uncertainty of 
advance announcements is recognized, while at the 
same time the assurance of a better year in the 
contents of the paper than that which has gone 
seems to be plainly indicated by the evidences 
already mentioned. 


An Enriched Lesson Department.—The 
lesson department will offer a well rounded equip- 
ment for the study and teaching of the lessons in 
Genesis. Two additions to the lesson staff, as 
already announced, are the Rev. Professor W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, D.D., of Wycliffe College, To- 
ronto, who will ably carry forward the work done 
for so many years by the late Professor Willis J. 
Beecher ; and the Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago, who 
will. furnish an opportunity for thoroughgoing 
Bible study of a sort different from any that has 
been given in the Times in recent years. 


.From the Missionary Watch Tower.— 
One of the important new features announced for 
1912 was ‘‘ From the Missionary Watch Tower”’ ; 
and this was one of the plans that failed of real- 
ization, though there was apparently every pros- 
Now, however, 
arrangements have been made which, it is be- 
lieved, will provide for the starting of the new 
department in February. 

The purpose of this missionary department is 
to keep the readers of the Times posted on really 
important events that occur in the vast, world- 
wide enterprise of Christian foreign missions. In a 
full page of the Times, appearing twice a month, 
there will be given, in a popularly readable way, 
carefully sifted news and incidents of the progress 
of foreign missions, ‘There is a message in such 
news for the church at home,—a bigger message 
than many of us realize : for it is undeniably true 
that the Pentecostal power of the Holy Spirit is 
more commonly found in the church of Christ in 
heathen lands than in Christian lands. 

Professor Harlan P. Beach of Yale University 
hopes to conduct this missionary department for 
the Times’ readers. His equipment for this work 
is unique. Not only does he fill the chair of 
Missions at Yale, but as head of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Library there he is in charge of one of the 
largest collections of foreign missionary periodi- 
cals, from the entire world, that are kept on file 
anywhere i in North America. First a missionary 


in China, he later became Educational Secretary 
of the Student Volunteer Movement, and since 
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1906 has directed the missionary department at 
Yale. A Fellow of the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety, he is co-author of the monumental World 
Atlas of Christian Missions, and is an Advisory 
Eaitor of the International Review of Missions 
published by the Edinburgh Continuation Com- 
mittee, while he has also written several popular 
hand-books on missions. This year Professor 
Beach made a prolonged tour through the mis- 
sion fields of Africa. He brings to ‘t The Mis 
sionary Watch Tower’’ a vision, a touch with 
the fields of the workd, and a w@alth of au- 
thoritative knowledge; such as should make 
the new department of remarkable value to 
those who would live in the spirit of the Great 
Commission. 


To Strengthen Family Worship.—Dr. 
John Timothy Stone’s every-week department of 
daily readings and prayers, ‘‘ For Family Wor- 
ship,’’ is to be enriched. The problems and 
difficulties of readers in conducting and main- 
taining family prayers will: be discussed, if sub- 
mitted to him ; objects of prayer that affect great 
movements in the Kingdom will be suggested. 
Testimonies from readers on what family worship 
has done for their homes will be welcomed. 


Lady Ramsay’s Experiences.—The wife 
of Sir William M. Ramsay, whose archeological 
studies in the life of Paul and the New Testament 
church have done so much to make vivid the 
sacred history and confirm the ‘faith of believers, 
has shared freely in her husband’s experiences in 
the field in Asia Minor. With a Scotchwoman’s 
keen observation and wit, Lady Ramsay has writ- 
ten a series of papers that takes one behind the 
scenes and records the usual and unusual experi- 
ences that make up the life’ of an archeologist. 


The Veteran Pastor’s Return.—Many 
have been searched out, humiliated, uplifted, 
strengthened, through the prayers of ‘* A Veteran 
Pastor,’’ which will be resumed in 1913. A fre 
quent burden of his petition is, ‘‘ Teach us to find 
life a feast and not a fast.’’ 


With a Teacher-Training Specialist.— 
Pennsylvania has enrolled 70,000 Sunday-school 
people as students in teacher-training courses in 
the last dozen years. The man who has directed 
this work is the Rev. Charles A. Oliver, who will 
now put his experience at the disposal of the 
Times’ readers. He will tell how you may launch 
a teacher-training class in your own Sunday-school, 
and how to carry on such a class after it is started, 
—how its difficulties may be met and its problems 
solved. Readers may ask Mr, Oliver any ques- 
tions they wish about teacher-training work, for 
he will, in addition to special articles, conduct a 
Teacher-Training Question Box in the Times. 


The Clinic on “Special Days.”—Hugh 





— 


Cork has acted as ‘‘ Chief of Staff,’’ with a corps’ 


of other specialists, in conducting a Sunday-school 
Clinic during 1912 in The Sunday School Times. 
This ‘‘clinic’’ has investigated certain schools 
noted for special strength, and has shown how they 
did their work. It will be continued under ‘‘ Chief- 
Surgeon’’ Cork. ‘‘ Special Days in the Sunday- 
School’’ will be investigated, and the methods 
by which schools have made a _ conspicuous 
success in celebrating such occasions as the fol- 
lowing will be fully discussed: Easter, Home Visita- 
tion Day, Parents’ Day, Children’s Day, Patriotic 
Day, Missionary Day, Rally Day, Temperance, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Installation Day. 





Co a glimpse of what it is hoped The Sun- 
day School Times will bring to its readers 
next year is given on this page. The department 
on archeology and the Bible conducted by Pro- 
fessor Kyle will continue as heretofore. Other 
regular departments that have proved their use- 
fulness will go on unchanged. Best of all will be 
the things not yet foreseen by either editors or 
readers, which the sure provision of God has in 
store. Let us move forward into the new year 
with abounding thankfulness to Him ! 





By James L. Barton, D.D., 
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What the Balkan Crisis Means to Missions 


Secretary of the Foreign Department of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 








T IS necessary first to inquire what is the ‘* Balkan 
Crisis’'? This question can best be answered 
by, recombing categorically the principal events 

that have recently taken place in Macedonia and the 
Balkan States, 

The Balkan States and Greece, their ally, will un- 
questionably materially enlarge their respective terri- 
tory. While the war was not begun primarily for that 
purpose, its conclusion must necessarily result in the 
extension of the national boundary of the four coun- 
tries involved, so as to cover a larger part of Macedonia, 
This will mean a great increase of commercial and 
political strength on the part of each one of these 
states, and willextend their sway over large populations 
that a little more than a month ago were under Turkey. 
This is true not only of Macedonia, but of many of 
the Greek islands in the Aigean Sea. Crete, which 
has been long a bone of contention between Turkey, 
Greece, and the European powers, has become, at the 
present time, a part of Greece itself, and a large num- 
ber of islands which have hitherto been under Turkish 
control, but whose inhabitants are almost wholly 
Greek, have been taken possession of by the kingdom 
of Greece, and will add materially to the strength of 
that nation. If the Balkan.-States and Greece can 
maintain their present alliance, they will constitute a 
new European power to be reckoned with in the set- 
tlement of European questions. 

Macedonia has become free from Moslem control. 
The territory covered by. Macedonia has been, for 
more than a century, the worst ruled of any country 
in’ Europe. In fact, the misrule of Macedonia has 
led: to protests from every European and American 
nation, has been the subject of treatise and of'ex- 
tended discussion in the -great: diplomatic centers of 
Edrope for generations. The people of Macedonia 
have'suffered: the rankest injustice, and have been 
deprived of privileges of education and of religious 
liberty, second only to conditions which have pre- 
vailed in Asiatic Turkey. All this becomes immedi- 
ately changed. Moslem rule is removed, and the 
people, numbering more than six million, will be 
given a safe, just, and constructive government. 


The Turks as Fighters 

‘Incidentally, and as a part of the above, Turkey is 
withdrawing from Europe... For nearly five hundred 
years Turkish forces and Turkish ambition have 
threatened Europe. For long extended periods the 
European powers have trembled at the advance of 
Mohammedanism into Europe, and at one point 
Europe itself was vitally threatened. The retreat was 
begun from before the walls of Vienna, and has been 
continued until now, We are witnessing the practical 
withdrawal of Turkey from Europe, removing the last 
vestige of fear of the aggressiveness of Mohammedan- 
ism. Even should the Sultan of Turkey'retain his 
control over the European part of Constantinople, it 
will not mean that he is in any measure retaining his 
hold upon Europe. 

It is a revelation to the world and to herself of the 
military weakness of Turkey. The Turks have come 
down in tradition a8 fighters par excellence. Their 
religion and their belief in fatalism have made them 
fearless in.conflict. It has become a common saying 
among English - speaking people when praising a 
nation or a body of troops that ‘They fight like 
Turks,’’ . In the crisis under consideration, the Turk- 
ish troops have met the troops of Bulgaria, which only 
a generation ago formed a part of the Turkish Empire, 
and have gone down to defeat. Without discussing 
the reasons for this, it cannot but be evident to the 
world, as well as to Turkey, that. no longer can Mos- 
lem soldiers hold first rank as fighters,—whether or 
not this is due to deterioration physically or reli- 
giously, the fact remains that no longer do we regard 
Turkish troops as especially effective in battle. 

This crisis reveals the fact that Europe no longer 
intends to defend Turkey against attacks of cutside 
enemies, unless such an enemy, by winning over 
Turkey, would disturb the balance of power in Europe. 
There is reason to believe that the diplomatic centers 
of Europe have looked on with no little degree of 
satisfaction at the sudden rise of the Balkan States 
and the victory of the allies over the forces of Turkey. 

The war has demonstrated the impossibility of per- 


Christian missions is not least among the forces that 
have made possible the spectacular revolt against 
Turkey and brought about the ‘‘ Balkan crisis.’’. 
Robert College, in Constantinople, has indeed been 
referred to as ‘‘ a perpetual peace conference be- 
tween all the nationalities and religions of the Near 
East,’’ but King Ferdinand of Bulgaria has also 
called Robert College ‘‘a nursery for Bulgarian 
statesmen.”” And these statesmen, trained in a 
mission school, have been builders of their nation. 
How this conflict which so closely concerns Chris- 
tian missions will influence the future of the Gospel 
in these lands is ultimately the paramount issue. 
Shall we have a share in the Gospel victory there? 
When Greek and Balkan citizens hurried from 
America to join their warring countrymen, mixed 
with the joy of the National triumph was the pa- 
thetic personal cry, ‘‘ To think that the victory was 
gained and we were not there!” 








petuating a Moslem government in this twentieth 
century. The atrocities in Macedonia, which have 
become proverbial, are due to the endeavor on the 
part of Turkey to govern that country accorditig to 
laws and customs originating in the Middle Ages in 
Arabia, and existing even to the present time without 
reform. Lord Cromer has declared that it is impos- 
sible to reform Mohammedanism, for when it has 
become reformed it will no longer be Mohammedan- 
ism, but something quite different. Mohammedan 
rule in Matedonia, under the light of the twentieth 
century advance, became an anomaly ; ; it was inevit- 
able that the Western sense of justice should have 
risen in protest, and that that protest should ultimately 
become embodied in the centralization of force to 
make'the perpetuation of that method of administra- 
tion impossible in the future, at least in Europe. 
The Young Turk party set out to reform Mohamme- 
danism, and succeeded in introducing into the central 
government many reform measures of great value 
and permanence ; but, strange to say, these reforms 
had almost no effect upon the situation in Macedonia. 

These statements, perhaps, are sufficient to form 
the basis of what follows with reference to the effect 
of these conditions upon the work of modern missions 
in Macedonia and in Asiatic Turkey. 

1. The people of.Macedonia and of the islands 
which are now passing from the control of Turkey to 
the control of Greece will experience- an immediate 
emancipation from Moslem misrule, and will be free 
to make large and continuous development of them- 
selves and of their country intellectually, religiously, 
and commercially. The old weight that has crushed 
out the spirit of advance is removed ; or, to change the 
figure, the old shackles that have prevented the for- 
ward march of civilization have been stricken off, and 
the able, ambitious peoples dwelling in these coun- 
tries will be free to introduce new measures which 
will develop in every department the life and thought 
and character of the people. Bulgaria and Greece 
have been champions of modern education. The 
Bulgarian school system, developed within the last 
generation, is based upon that of Germany, and 
affords Bulgaria not only an admirable general pri- 
mary education, but also offers the best facilities for 
full university courses, These privileges will neces- 
sarily be extended to the country which will be an- 
nexed. We may expect the same from Greece, which 
has spent much money and talent in the development 
of her own internal educational system. 


To Give Six Millions a Free Gospel 

Missionary work now carried on in Macedonia un- 
der the restraint and oppression of the old rule will at 
once be given the widest liberty for the fullest devel- 
opment in the line of building up a Christian educa- 
tional work for the training of men and women for 
positions of needed leadership among the people of 
that country. Hitherto this educational work has 
been greatly hindered,—-in fact, rendered almost im- 
possible by the suspicions and jealousy of Turkish 
officials. Medical work has been hampered by the 





same authorities who oppose the purchase of property 
on the part of missionary societies for the erection of 
schools, hespitals, and dispensaries. Under the 
new order these restrictions will be wholly removed, 

and the six million people of Macedonia will be open 


to the approach of the Christian missionary. 


2. The Albanians, who occupy the western part of 
Macedonia, will be given, without question, a large 
degree of liberty, if not actual autonomy, under the 
new ‘adjustment. These have been the object of - 
suspicion on the part of Turkish officials, and their 
desire for modern schools and for religious liberty 
has been met, especially'in the last few years, by the , 
most persistent and cruel opposition - possible to 
devise. They number some two millions, and con- 
stitute one of the strongest, although one of the most 
backward, races of Europe. They have supplied 
some of the ablest generals in the Turkish army ; 
among them there is a tradition, which has some 
foundation, that Alexander the Great was an Albanian. 
There is no question that he came from wliat i is now 
Albanian territory. 

Four years ago the American Board of Missions, at 
the earnest solicitation of the Albanians themselves, 
sent two missionaries into that country to learn the 
language, prepare literature, and to open medical: 
work among them. These missionaries received a 
most hearty welcome from Albanian chiefs, but were 
confronted from the beginning with persistent oppo- 
sition from Constantinople. They had been refused 
the right to purchase land for their mission ‘plant, or 
to open schools for the teaching of Albanian children 
in the vernacular, These-barriers will now be’ re- 
moved, and whether or not' Albania comes ‘under the’ 
control of some other power than Turkey, or whether 
it is ‘constituted into an” independent ‘state, the 
Albanians will be free to éducate’ theif ‘Children, ‘to 
secure religious instruction as they ‘please, and to 
develop within their own country institutions of the 
gospel. The two millions of Albania have suddenly 
become accessible to the Christian approach, 


The Passing of a World Religion 

3. The Mohammedan’s dream of world Coriquest 
must necessarily be dissipated by the events of the 
last few weeks. As the conception of Mohammedan 
conquest takes root in the Mohammedan religion, 
and as every endeavor made from the days of Mo- 
hammed to the present time has been in the name of 
religion and for the establishment of Mohammedan- 
ism over new areas, it must necessarily follow that 
the setback now received will tend at least to weaken 
the confidence of Mohammedans in the world-con- 
quering power of their religion. It cannot but bea 
source of great help to missionary work if the Mo- 
hammedans of the world, and especially those in 
Turkey, begin to have doubts whether or not their 
religion is a world religion. As they witness the 
retreat of-Mohammedans from Europe and the on- 
ward progress of so-called Christian nations, it can- 
not but put into their minds the query as to whether 
Mohammedanism is adapted to the development of 
the national life of a people. It may lead them to 
the conclusion to which Dr. Sun Yat Sen of China 
has come, namely, that if China is to become a great 
and stable nation, it must have as its foundation the 
fundamental principle of Christianity. It is heresy 
for a Mohammedan to entertain any doubts as to the 
victorious character of Islam, but it is inevitable that 
this heresy must already have found deep lodgment 
in the minds of many a Mohammedan, and that it is 
a heresy that will spread, not only throughout Turkey, 
but threughout the Moslem world. 

4. Asa part of the above statement, the Moham- 
medans of Turkey must recognize the value of modern 
education, and the necessity of the adoption of modern 
methods, in order to strengthen Turkey. They have 
seen Bulgaria, a generation ago a part of the Turkish 
Empire, suddenly come into prominence and power, 
and they are not so obtuse as to fail to recognize that 
Bulgaria began to be strong when it began to educate 
its young men and its young women, and that its 
strength increased with great rapidity when it began 
to apply modern methods to the administration of its 
national affairs, The Young Turk Party readily com- 
mitted itself to the introduction of a general educa- 
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tional system for all Turkey, but though it initiated 
this. plan, it was-unable-to carry it out Recent 
events will impress upon the more fanatical element 
in Turkey that has hitherto opposed modern educa- 


tion, the importance of introducitig Western learning; ~ 


heretical though it be, viewed from the Mohamme- 
lan standpoint, into every part of the Empire. While 
the old Mohammedans will, from the religious stand- 
point, necessarily oppose modern education, they will 
be compelled to assent to its introduction, in order to 
save what remains of the Turkish Empire from pass- 


. ing out of their grasp. It is a well-know fact in history 


that Mohammedanism cannot exist side by side with 
modern education, One can readily see therefore, 
what effect this change in the Turkish Empire will 
produce on the National religion. 

5. Missionary work throughout the Turkish Empire 
has been in operation for nearly one hundred years. 
At the great strategic centers of the empire, there 
have been established historic missionary institutions, 
centering in the college, the printing press, the hos- 
pital, industrial schools, and the Christian. Church. 
These institutions have insistently and persistently 
met with the opposition of the-Turkish Government 
at Constantinople. The high officials have recognized 
that if these institutions become general, and if the 
youth of Turkey receive a modern Christian educa- 
tion, Mohammedanism, as the religion of Turkey, 
must necessarily weaken, and the country itself, as a 
Mohammedan Power, cease. The deposed Sultan, 
Abdul Hamid II, understood this situation, and did 
all in his power to prevent the spread of modern 
education within its domain. ; 

But many of the modern. Turks, whose eyes have 
been opened to the place of the education in the 
strength, welfare and development of a nation, have 
quietly favored these institutions, and many have 
patronized them. We may confidently expect that, 
because of the events of the last few weeks, vastly 
increased numbers of Moslems, if not the Government 
itself, will recognize the insportance of the work these 
Christian institutions have accomplished in giving to 
Turkey trained. leaders and in establishing within the 
Empire principles of integrity and of justice, and of 
industry,. through which alone Turkey may become 
strong... , ee 

6. The. war with the Balkans .cannot but impress 
upon, the Mohammedans the difference between 
nominal and genuine Christianity. The forces con- 


-thé Greek Ghurch have gone with the so 
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tending with Turkey are nominally Christians. The 


- Bulgarian army went into the conflict with religious 


ceremony and with the declaration that they were to 
fight the hereditary enemy of Christianity. pins of 
and we 
have sead réports of their leading the attacks with the 
cross held high above their heads, _ At the same time, 
the missionaries and.the Evangelical Christians living 


‘in Turkey" and in close relation with the Turkish 


officials, have shown their sympathies with the suffer- 
ing soldiers by inaugurating methods of relief in 
caring for the wounded and in many other ways 
demonstrating the unselfish character of their religion, 

All this has made a deep impression upon Mo- 
hammedan leaders. The Governor of the province 
of Cesarea in a public address some two weeks after 
the war opened, declared that this is not a religious 
war, that the contending nations, while professing to 
be Christians, were not so in fact. The prolonged 
service of. missionaries in Turkey, carried on at great 
sacrifice, and without any manifestation of a selfish 
purpose, revealing at every point only the desire to 
help the people of Turkey and make them better 
citizens, has already made a profound impression 
upon Mohammedans throughout the country. In 
times of great disaster when the missionaries have 
been called upon to distribute relief funds, their im- 
partiality in giving alike to the Mohammedan and to 
the Christian has assured the Moslem that the true 
Christianity is unselfish, and that the real follower of 
Jesus Christ is a friend of all, There are many in- 
dications at the present time that this impression has 
been greatly intensified during the last few weeks, 
and that when this conflict is over the Moslems will 
look upon the missionaries in Turkey, and the Evan- 
gelical Christians, as representing true Christianity 
and as the best friends Turkey has. 

No one would venture to attempt to interpret what 
the crisis in the Balkans and the mighty changes that 
are now taking place in Turkey will produce by way 
of opening the whole Mohammedan world to the ap- 
proach of the Christian teacher. We may be sure, 
however, that it will have an immediate and per- 
manent effect in making more accessible the approach 
to the people of Turkey and in putting missionary 
institutions in Turkey upon a more permanent footing, 
and in giving them a standing that they have never 
had _ before. 

Boston. 





[A True Evangelical Leader 


A sketch of W. H. Griffith Th D.D., Prof of 
Old Testament Literature, Wycliffe College, Toronto 
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It was said of the late Willis J. Beecher that he was raised up by God as one of the evangelical 
leaders specially fitted to stem the tide of destructive biblical criticism. Another scholar to whom 
the evangelical world looks as a true leader in the present crisis is the Rev. Professor W. H. 
Griffith Thomas. It is fitting that The Sunday School Times readers should have such a suc- 
cessor to Dr. Beecher as an every-week writer on the lessons in the Old Testament. As The 
Sunday School Times family begins another year of loyal contending for the Truth, it is a rare 
privilege to welcome as a teacher one who not only has recognition, in Great Britain and Canada 
and America, as a scholar, but who is also a spiritual leader in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


HE Christian Church in the United States and 
Canada has from time to time attracted into its 
wider service and greater opportunities some of 

the leading and most influential men in thought and 
service from across the Atlantic. It was a great sur- 
prise to many, both here and in England, when it 
became known three years ago that a Canadian theo- 
logical college had been successful in obtaining the 
services of so widely known and prominent a leader 
as the Rev. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas. Coming as 
he did from Oxford, the very center of the intellectual 
life of England, it is interesting to know that at least 
two very earnest efforts had previously been made to 
attract Dr. Griffith Thomas to our western shores, 
When the call came to him, being repeated for the 
third time, he felt that it must be in the line of duty 
and of God's planning for his life, and so accepted 
the invitation to enter upon the work in Toronto. 
After nearly three years of experiencé, Dr. Griffith 
Thomas has stated that he is greatly impressed with 
the larger opportunity and the greater liberty for 
service in our new world as compared with that which 
he was able to feel in the old land. Since taking up 
his abode in Canada, Dr. Thomas has not only proved 
himself to be an excellent ‘*mixer’’ but has thrown 
himself heart and soul into the general life of the two 


sister countries. He has twice crossed the continent, 
and has preached or lectured in nearly every leading 
city of the Dominion of Canada, and already in many 
places. in the United States. Accepting the unani- 
mous and earnest invitation of the authorities at 
Princeton Seminary, he is to visit that university city 
as Stone Lecturer in January next. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas, who is now about fifty years 
of age, before he came to Toronto was Principal of 
Wycliffe Halli, in Oxford, for five years. A student 
of King’s College, London, he took his theological 
associateship in the first class in 1885, and was or- 
dained to the curacy of St. Peter’s, Clerkenwell, where 
he remained until 1888. He then accepted work 
under Canon Christopher, at St. Aldate’s, Oxford, a 
position which he filled with wide acceptance and in- 
fluence for some seven years. It was during the time 
he was filling this Oxford curacy that he entered 
upon his university course, which proved to be one of 
real brilliancy. He gained the Hall-Houghton prize 
in 1894, and in the following year took his B. A. 
degree with first-class honors in theology, proceeding 
to his Master’s degree in 1898. Three years later he 
took his B. D. at Oxford in course, and in 1906 re- 
ceived the degree of D.D. from his own university. 

During his time at Oxford Dr. Griffith Thomas 


* 797 


had the distinction of being the only assistant cleryy- 
man who had ever been asked to read a paper at the 
great Islington clerical gathering in London, It has 
been understood that it was owing to the brilliancy of 
his-contribution at this gathering that he was shortly 


-afterward invited to accept the rectorship of St. Paul's, 


Portman Square, in the West End of London. His 
nine years of ministry there, touching, as’ it did, the 
elite of the West End of London, was eminently suc- 
cessful, and his great powers of teaching, opening up 
in that most illuminating and unique style of his own 
the precious things of God's Word, was highly prized 
by a large, intelligent, and much-attached congrega- 
tion. The late Sir George Williams, founder of the 
Young Men's Christian Association, was a member 
and regular attendant at Dr. Griffith Thomas’ London 
church, 

It was in 1903 that the call came to Dr. Thomas to 
leave the parochial life in which he was so eminently 
happy and successful and again to return to the uni- 
versity city of Oxford, this time to be Principal of 
Wycliffe Hall. During the five years in which he 
continued in charge of this all-important work his in- 
fluence was ever deepening and increasing, and many 
leading young clergymen of England owe to Dr. 
Thomas the formative influences of their lives. 

While Dr. Thomas has written widely and has 
treated in pamphlet form many leading subjects, his 
specialty has always been the illuminating treatment 
of the Word of God itself. Among his best-known 
books are: ‘* The Apostle Peter’’; ‘* The Sacrament 
of Our Redemption'’; ‘‘ The Catholic Faith"’ ; ‘* De- 
votional Commentary on Genesis''; ‘* Devotional 
Commentary on Romans" ;.‘‘ Christianity is Christ."* - 
His latest published book iss‘? The Work of the Min- 
istry."’ 

As the subject of Dr. Thomas’ Stone Lectureship is 
to be +‘ The Office and Work of the Holy Spirit in the 
Church of God,’’ it is hoped that a most valuable ad- 
dition to the literature of this all-important subject 
will be shortly within the reach of the Christian 
public. 

For a number of years Dr. Thomas was editor of 
The Churchman, in addition to being a regular con- 
tributor of leading and important articles to a score 
of different scholarly and devotional publications on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Few are more sought 
after for articles on the latest and most important topics 
than is Dr. Griffith Thomas at the present time. ’ 

Dr. Thomas’ peculiar gifts have brought him prom- 
inently into touch with such great movements as 
Northfield, Mundesley, Mildmay, and Keswick, at all 
of which centers he has from time to time been 
among the leading and most acceptable of Bible 
teachers. 

Among Dr. Griffith Thomas’ conspicuous character- 
istics should be noted his wonderful fund of informa- 
tion. - There has appeared each week in the English 
Record, under the. head. ‘*In Conference,'’' Dr. 
Thomas’ most luminous and helpful answers to all 
sorts and descriptions of questions, sent to him from 
literally every part of the world, It seems to be no 
trouble to him to give off-hand most valuable infor- 
mation regarding almost any subject concerning which 
his advice and guidance may be sought. 

His scholarship is of a very high and most de- 
pendable order. While himself strongly conservative, 
he welcomes the most searching examination of all 
truth demanded by modern scholarship, and seems 
most reluctant to take anything for granted. In lis- 
tening to his addresses, or reading what he has writ- 
ten, one feels that he is being helped by a strong 
man who knows thoroughly well that of which he 
speaks, 

The breadth of Dr. Thomas’ sympathy is one of 
the most prominent features of his ministry, He 
holds his own views with clearness and conviction, 
but seems always able to understand the view-point of 
others. It may be said of him indeed with truth that 
his outlook is catholic. In addition to his own pro- 
fessional work at Wycliffe College, Toronto, a train- 
ing college for ministers of the Church of England in 
Canada, he is lecturing at the present time at Knox 
College, the leading Presbyterian seminary of Canada, 
and at the Toronto Bible College, -an institution cars 
ried on upon interdenominational lines. 

No one in the acquaintances of the writer possesses 
to such a wonderful degree the power to deal with the 
most subtle difficulties of scientific and theological 
thought, and at the same time to present a message 
more simply and tenderly, fitted to the understanding 
and heart of a little child, than Dr. Griffith Thomas. 
It was said of him a short time ago by a mutual 
friend, ‘‘ He is such a big man that he can well afford 
to be simple."’ 
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Christmas 






HEREVER the missionary goes, he takes Christ- 
mas with him. Not always a Christmas of 
gift-making and feasting, but a Christmas 

where Christ is proclaimed as on the first Christmas 
Day. ‘Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy,’” is the missionary’s message, no less than the 
angels’, and many a great pioneer has sacrificed much 
for the privilege of proclaiming it where Christ was 
unknown. Some glimpses of the Christmas experi- 
ences of missionaries may add to the meaning of the 
day for us. 


How Twenty Islands Heard the Gospel — 


Christmas was coming—a Christmas of long, long. 


ago. To Doctor Coke (the founder of Methodist 
Missions) and the three men of God he was taking 
with him to. preach the gospel in Nova Scotia, the 
prospects for a merry Christmas, or indeed any Christ- 
mas at all, were exceedingly small. They were in 
mid-ocean, in the midst of a terrible storm. The 
ship had sprung a leak, the supply of fresh water 
was running low, and the captain was blaming them 
for it all. ‘*We have a Jonah on board,’ he kept 
muttering, as he paced the deck to and fro, 

The missionaries, on their knees in the cabin below, 
were praying for help. Suddenly the captain rushed 
in, gathered up Doctor Coke's books and papers and 
threw them into the sea! Then, seizing the doctor 
(a little man), he threatened to throw him overboard 
also. ‘‘I'll do it,’’ he roared, ‘‘if you make another 
prayer aboard of this ship."’ 

But the missionaries kept on praying, and God 
heard their prayers. They had been driven so far to 
the south that the captain had headed the ship toward 
the West Indies. He thought they were still far away, 
but early on the morning of Christmas, Antigua was 
sighted and they were soon anchored at St. John’s, 

‘The missionaries went ashore, weather-beaten and 
soaked with brine, but full of. thanksgiving to God. 
The streets were full of negroes going to a Christmas 
service in a chapel John Baxter had built them. He 
was a shipwright who had spent his evenings in 
preaching to the slaves, and God had greatly blessed 
him, Doctor Coke and his companions met him on 
his way to the chapel, and there was no happier man 
in the islands when he discovered who they were. 

They had a great service that day. Doctor Coke 
preached, and a thousand negroes were present. As 
the zealous little doctor looked into the faces of this 
great throng of black folk, his joy was unbounded. 
Ethiopia was stretching out her hands to God ! 

John Baxter was in sore need of helpers. Doctor 
Coke saw this and was troubled. Did God want his 
missionaries here instead of in Nova Scotia? .Had 
the winds and the waves been obeying his will when 
they drove the ship to Antigua? So convinced was he 
of this that he left the missionaries here and soon re- 
turned, bringing others. 

Christmas, 1786, thus became the birthday of the 
Wesleyan Mission to the West Indies, which planted 
the gospel in twenty islands and won thousands of 
converts, 


A Pium Pudding Under Difficulties 

‘There was not much to be merry over that Christ- 
mas of 1882, which found Hannington encamped in 
the heart of the wilderness on the southern border of 
Lake Victoria Nyanza. 
_ For six months he and his party had been journey- 
ing across Africae under a burning tropical sun. 
Horrible African wells with dead rats and toads in 
them ; water so thick it could almost be cut with a 
knite ; sometimes no water at all; tough goat-meat 


. and goat soup as a never-varied diet; swarms of 


mosquitoes and terrible dust stofms ; encounters with 
wild beasts and wilder men—these, with frequent 
attacks of African fever, had made the journey one of 
the hardest on record. 

The fever had them in its clutches now. Han- 
nington was just coming down with it; Ashe and 
Wise were just able to totter out of bed; Gordon 
(Hannington's nephew) was in btd, with the fever at 
its height. Nevertheless they kept Christmas. And 
they kept it with an amazing amount of good cheer. 
but Hannington was there—brave, lion-hearted 
James Hanningten. Nothing could quench his 
bright and buoyant spirit. 





ae ele Si ey at 





THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES. 





DECEMBER 14, 1912 








with Great Missionaries 


By Belle M. Brain. 


A young missionary in India one Christmas morning 
was lying across her bed’ weeping,—for joy.. An 
older missionary sought to comfort the apparently 
comforter that home was the place she did not 
want to go. She had been feilowshiping in the 
suffering and triumph of her Lord. ‘‘ If you think | 
it was mere emotion,” she said later in telling of 
it, ** just try to work it: up yourself ten thousand 
miles from home on Christmas day.’ These mis- 
‘sionaries, whose Christmas joy is the joy of the 
Christ of the day, have something to teach us of 
the meaning of Christmas. There is fun and mer- 
riment for them too, mixed with the pain and sor- 
tow, and there is sometimes added the exquisite 
gladness of telling for the first time at a Christmas 
service the matchless story of His birth and death. 
And only the missionary, whether one whose name 
is recorded by the mission board, or one whom God : 
‘has placed in kitchen or office as his messenger, 
~ knows the secret of finding Christmas in every day. 








They began the day as at home, with an early 
morning celebration of the Holy Communion, bring- 
ing them into touch with Him whose birthday it was, 
and with the loved ones at home who were praying 
for them. Then they dismissed their men for the 
day and gave them a goat to feast on. 

Preparations for dinner came next. Hannington 
had a kid killed, and Ashe agreed to try his hand at 
a pudding. A rare one it was! There was only an 
eggcupful of suet, and they. found the flour full of 
beetles and their larvae, and could not get them ‘all 
out. And the raisins had fermented! Nevertheless 
the pudding was made, and they ate it and: en- 
joyed it, 

‘The pudding was underboiled,’’ Hannington 
wrote to his nephews at home, ‘‘and yet boiled 
enough to stick to the bottom of the saucepan, 
whereby not only was a big hole burnt clean out of 
the cloth in which it was neatly tied (we were saved 
the trouble of untying the string), but also its lower 
vitals had suffered considerably—in fact were burned 
black—and yet a musty, fermented, underdone, 
burnt plum-pudding was such a treat to African wan- 
derers, that I, for one, ate three slices, and enjoyed it 
more than I ever remember enjoying a pudding in 
my life. My only regret was that I could not send 
you each a slice ; you would have enjoyed it so much ! 
We felt quite cruel in denying a slice to Gordon, who 
was not in a fit condition for such delicacies,”’ 


A Christmas with Cannibals 

Shortly before Christmas, 1814, a little ship arrived 
off the coast of New Zealand. On board were Samuel 
Marsden, a chaplain from New South Wales, Ruatara, 
a Maori chief, and three English missionaries. 

Marsden had long wanted to come, The .Maori 
seamen who came to Port Jackson had- awakened his 
interest in this great island of theirs. They were 
cannibals, and the people of the Port were afraid of 
them, but Marsden always was kind. And new he 
had come to bring them Christ, the greatest of all 
Christmas gifts. Two tribes were at war, but he went 
ashore with Ruatara to try to make peace. It took a 
good deal of courage, but Marsden had little to fear. 
He was known far and wide as the friend of the 
Maoris. 

His reception was enough to make the stoutest 
heart quail. A band of warriors were stationed on 2 
high bluff, part of them wearing dollars taken from 
some English sailors they had killed and eaten shortly 
before. As Marsden approached, a woman came for- 
ward, waving a red mat and shouting, ‘‘Come hither !’’ 
At this the savages brandished their spears and set up 
a terrible yelling. Then they executed a frightful 
war-dance around him. 

That night Marsden slept on shore. Next-day:he 
sailed away to Ruatara’s home, where a great surprise 
awaited him. It was Christmas Day and- also Sun- 
day, and Ruatara; who had. gone on before, had every- 
thing arranged for a church service! He had fenced 





in half an acre of ground; built a rude pulpit in the 
center, and turned canoes upside down to make seats 
for the strangers. 

Nor was the congregation lacking, for three hun- 


_ dred nearly naked cannibals had come. As Marsden 


preached to them from the angels’ message, ‘‘ Behald, 
I bring you good tidings,’’ they. listened in solemn 
silence, but at the close they danced and yelled 
around him.in the most blood-curdling manner_ to 
show: their delight. They had listened to the first 
gospel sermon ever preached in New Zealand. 


When Livingstone’s Troubles Piled Up 

A hungry Christmas ! That was Livingstone’s por- 
tion in 1866. 

He was on his last journey through Africa—that 
great journey in which, unconsciously, he traced upon 
the continent the rude figure of a cross. Early in 
December he entered a region where bitter, biting 
hunger was added to his other trials. Arab slavers 
had been there, and the few people left could find 
little to eat for themselves, much less for - these 
strangers. All he could buy was a little maere, or 
African millet. It was a hard, indigestible food, and 
the one thing that enabled him to endure it was the 
milk from four goats he had brought along with him. 

Wherever he was, Livingstone always tried to keep 
Christmas and make it a bright day for his men. 
And Christmas was coming ; it was only two days 
away. He was ill, and it was excessively hot, yet he 
pushed on to Kavimba’s village, where he hoped ‘to 
find food. But he was doomed to disappointment. 
After trying in vain to purchase supplies, he at last 
gave up in despair. ‘‘ We will keep Christmas an- 
other day, and in a better place,"’ he promised his 
men. 

On Christmas morning, desperate with hunger, hé 
told Kaviniba that if tie‘or his meti" saw-a' thinoderts 
that day he thought they would shoot it ‘The chie# 
made no demur,' and himself led the way to a place 
where these beasts frequently came. But alas ! noth- 
ing could be found but their footprints. are 

This was bad enough, but by and by came the 
crowning sorrow of that hungry Christmas Day. _Liv- 
ingstone’s four precious goats disappeared! They 
were either stolen or strayed away in the forest them- 
selves, he could not tell which. He only knew they 
were gone. Search was made for them all the rest of 
the day, but they never were found. ‘‘The loss af- 
fected me more than I could have imagined,’’ he 
wrote in his journal. 


With Formosan Head-hunters 

Once, while Mackay was at work in Formosa, he 
determined to spend Christmas with the head-hunters 
in the mountains. It cut off all prospects of a good 
dinner and a merry time, but he cared little for that. 
It would be such a joy to do something for Christ on 
his birthday. These head-hunters were savages who 
cut off the heads of their enemies and decorated their 
huts with the skulls.) They had never seen a white 
man, much less a missionary, and it took a good deal 
of courage to go. But Mackay was not lacking in 
this. 

The day before Christmas he started off with three 
of his students, Early next morning they fell in with 
a man who was willing to act as their guide. He led 


them a long,- weary tramp, up hill and down, through ° 


marshes and jungles, but at last brought them to a 
very. great chief,.who invited them into his house. A 
bear had been killed that day, and a raw piece of its 


flesh was brought in and set before them. Toa head- 


hunter it was the choicest of morsels, but they de- 
clined it with thanks, The women were busy, threshing 
out rice, and presently supper was ready. There 
were only two. dishes—rice and steaks: from bruin’s 
haunches,; ‘' broiled to suit the taste of a brave.’’ It 
was a strange Christmas feast, yet not altogether 
unsavory. “ 

The house had but one room, thirty feet long, 
lighted at night by candles made from the heart of 
the fir tree. At each end an open fire was blazing. 
Around one sat. the women; around the other the 
men, each with a long, sharp-pointed knifé in his 
belt, equally useful for cutting tobacco. skiining an 
animal, or taking off an enemy's head After supper 
the men smoked. and told stories: *Le w-™en Susied 
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themselves -with thread-making, - leughing and jeking- 
meanwhile. 
It was a strange, weird scene, and Mackay’ s heart 


bounded at the hough of telling these savages the 


Christmas story. th permission of the chief, he 
and the students began singing Christian hymns. As 
the sweet strains rang through the room, it grew very 
still, and it was evident that the savages were listen- 
ing with pleasure. Then, with the help of the son 
of the chief, who had once been to see him, Mackay 
told them of Jesus and his love to men. 

‘*It was Christmas night,"’ he says, ‘and away” 
there in that wild place, where no white man had 
ever been, and in the company of savages who never 


- before heard of his coming, it sent a thrill -to the. 


heart to tell of the Babe of Bethlehem and the Mam 
of Calvary. I could not help thinking of their sad 
state, and of the responsibility of the thousands in. 


“Christian lands who on that very day had taken up 


the Christmas carol : 


*¢ Hark; the herald angels si 
Glory to the new-born King,’ » 


ScHenectapy, N.Y. 
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A’ Modern Daughter of Jairus 
By Adelaide L. Fries 


F COURSE. her father’s name was not really 
Jairus, but. Sibene, and they lived in a little 
Kaffir village half an hour's walk from Clark- 

son, in East South Africa. Nzuzo (pronounced 
*«Suso'’) was a bright, merry-hearted little maid of 
twelve years, the pet of the village, and a favorite 
among the children who daily attended the mission 
school at Clarkson, where they learned to read and 
write and cipher, and especially to love. the Bible 
stories told by missionary Neuhaus. Only one cloud 
rested upon Nzuzo’s happiness, and that was that she 
had not been baptized ; but she hoped soon to have 
her dearest wish granted, and to take this first out- 
ward step in her religious life, 

One bright, sunshiny morning her parents went 
early to. work ina distant field, leaving an older 
daughter to care for,the children, and bidding Nzuzo 
go. to the forest for a supply of. creepers, which were 
used to keep the poultry out of the garden, one end 
being tied to some convenient tree, and the. other to 
a fowl’s leg, permitting it to move about and feed. 

Dancing merrily along, with her eyes searching the 
branches overhead for the most serviceable vines, 
Nzuzo thought nothing of what lay beneath her feet, 
until a sudden sharp pain in her instep made her 
look down, just in time to see a snake glide into the 
bushes. Realizing only too well what had happened, 
the terror-Stricken child rushed home, and her 
frightened sister hurried to call the parents? while 
Nzuzo bravely tried to stop the circulation of the 
poison by applying a tight bandage around her leg, 
and an aged aunt, throwing herself on the floor, 
vigorously sucked the wound. 

_ But it was all in vain. By the time her mother 
reached the hut Nzuzo was blind, and in spite of all 
their efforts she grew steadily worse until late in the 
night the cry was raised, ‘‘ The child is dead !"" This 
her parents refused to believe, and various attempts 
were made to revive her. But when more than 
twenty-four hours had passed without one sign of life, 
the tact was mournfully accepted by all, and she was 
dressed for burial, laid on a mat and covered with’ a 
sheet, while a grave was dug near by ; for Kaffir cus- 
tom required immediate burial near the father’s hut. 

But friends protested. ‘+ Little Nzuzo was a Chris- 
tian, and ought to be buried like one, not like a 
heathen Kaffir.’’ Roused by the word, her father 
bade them wait for his return and strode away through 
the forest to the mission station. There the mission- 
ary laid his hand kindly on the man’s shoulder. ‘Be 
comforted, my brother, Nzuzo desired to be baptized 
and she shall have Christian burial. Come to the 
work-shop, and together we will make her coffin.’ 

Meanwhile there was much coming and going in 
the little hut, and as Sibene’s return began to be ex- 
pected a cousin entered, and seating himself on the 
floor near the mat on which Nzuzo lay he began to 
ask about the funeral. Suddenly he started,—the 
sheet moved, and an arm and a hand were extended 
toward him! Nzuzo, rousing from her lethargy, had 
recognized his voice, and wished to give him greeting. 

When astonishment passed into action her mother 
began to feed the child with a little milk, and when 
the father and missionary arrived they found her weak 
indeed but conscious. Very fervent was the prayer 
in which the missionary voiced their gratitude to God 
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for his mercy so wonderfully shown to these; his chil- 
dren ; and as he returned through the twilight he 
wondered much whether the little maid had lain all 
those hours in a state of coma, or whether, as_cen- 
turies before, One had stood beside a bed of death, 
saying, ‘‘ Damsel, I say unto thee, arise !"’ 

The Bible tells nothing of the later life of Jairus’ 
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daughter, but little Nzuzo passed through a tedious 

convalescence into a long and ‘useful Christian life, 

and had the joy of seeing five stalwart sons enter the 

ministry, and proclaim to, others the gospel she had 

so early learrfed to love ; and from her own lips a later 

missionary heard this story of her childhood. 
Winsron-Sacem, N. C, 





A Teacher for Your Study of Genesis 


A Sketch of James M.. 





. D.D., Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, 


By William Evans, D.D. 





George Miller, when he came into the experience of the higher Christ-life, liked to refer to it as 


the time “‘ when I learned to love the Word.” The study of Genesis may be for many in the 


coming year the beginning of a new insight into the wonders of Scripture that will lead to a ‘‘ love 
for the Word.” The readers of The Sunday School Times are to be privileged in having -as a 
guide in this study an every-week article by Dr. James M. Gray, Dean of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute. The article is designed to give to adult students that comprehensive view of the message 
of Genesis which will help in appropriating this Book of Beginnings as one’s own possession. 


aa MANY a place throughout the world where the 
English Bible is studied, where men and women 
of private or professional life have been desirous 
of obtaining a deeper, more intimate, more practical, 
devotional, and comprehensive knowledge of the Word 
of God, you are likely to find the name of Dr. James 
M. Gray known and honored. Ministerial conferences 
of practically every evangelical denomination, minis- 
ters’ meetings, Bible conferences and conventions, 
assemblies and Chautauquas, Young Men’s and Young 
Women’s Christian Associations, young people's soci- 
eties of the various denominations, Bible Institutes 
both at home and abroad, have been abundantly 
blessed by his ministry and are constantly calling for 
his services, 

And the reason for this popularity is not far to seek, 
for Dr. Gray is pre-eminently a teacher of the English 
Bible. «* He knows what is in the Book,’’ said The 
Christian Endeavor World, ‘‘as Dudley Buck knows 
what majestic melody is in the great organ in Carnegie 
Hall or Trinity. When he sounds the clear, strong 
notes of God’ s love, of victory over sin, of the believer's 
assurance, it is no wonder that thousands of young 
people wax as enthusiastic éver the Bible as others 
do over athletics or art.”’ 

Not every one professing to be a teacher of the 
Bible really teaches the Bible. The late Dr. Trum- 
bull, that splendid, scholarly Christian of sainted 
memory used to say : ‘‘ Because a man calls himself, 
or because others may call him a teacher, it does not 
necessarily follow that he is really a teacher. He 
may be a teacher by récord, but not by fact. His 
saying that he is a teacher does not give him fitness 
to teach. There is a difference between Ao/ding the 
place of a teacher, and fi//ing that place. Many hold 
the place of a teacher who do not by any means 
fill it. To teach is to cause to learn, to cause 
another to know. We are taught, when we learn 
something we did not know before.’’ Those whose 
privilege it has been to sit and listen to the teaching 
of the English Bible under Dr. Gray—and the writer 
counts himself happy to be numbered among such— 
will bear glad testimony to the fact that he possessed 
the true characteristics of a teacher, and that his dis- 
courses were teaching, and not mere recitation, dicta- 
tion, or even preaching, important as that sacred art 
is in its proper place. He taught the Bible, and we 
learned the Bible; he opened unto us the sacred 
Scriptures, and we saw, heard, and learned thoughts, 
doctrines, and facts hitherto hidden from our view. 
If for true teaching we must have a teather, a lesson, 
and a learner, then in the ministry of Dr. Gray we 
have true teaching : he had the lesson, he taught the 
lesson, and, as those who have heard him gladly bear 
witness, we learned the lesson. The knowledge of 
the teacher was transferred to the pupil, and in its 
last analysis, does not the proof of all good teaching 
lie in the: pupil, in his ability to reproduce what has 
been imparted to him? ‘+The teacher can prove 
that he #zed to teach ; the pupil alone can show that 
the teacher succeeded."’ 

As an author Dr. Gray has exerted a great influence 
in forming most helpful methods of Bible study, one 
of the most popular and helpful of which is known as 
the ‘*synthetic method.” It probably would not be 
too much té:say that no other principle of Bible study 
has produced greater results. ~The word ‘*synthesis’’ 
suggests, so the author tells us, the opposite idea to 


the word ‘‘analysis.'"" When we analyze a subject 
we take it apart and consider it in its various. ele- 
ments, but when we ‘‘synthetize’’ it, so to speak, we 
put it together and consider it as a whole. Now the 
synthetic study of the Bible means, as nearly as possi- 
ble, the study of the Bible ‘xs a whole, and the study 
of each book of the Bible as seen in its relation to the 
other books. 

A deacon of a colored church was once asked how 
his people liked their new pastor. 

** Not berry much,’’ replied the deacon. 

When pressed for an explanation, he added that 
the pastor told ‘‘ too many ‘antidotes’ in the pulpit.'’ 

‘‘I am greatly surprised to hear that,’’ said the ques- 
tioner, ‘‘for I-thought that he was a great Bible 
man.,”’ 

‘«Well,’’ replied the deacon, ‘‘I'll tell yer how 
‘tis. He's de best man I ebber seed to tak’ the 
Bible apart, but he dunno how to put it togedder 
agin." 

The synthetic study of the Bible is an attempt to 
put it together rather than to take it apart. 

And does not our experience in the study of the 
sacred Scriptures bear out the wisdom of this most 
helpful method of study? We need first and fore- 
most in our attempt to get a knowledge of the Word 
of God a comprehensive view of the sacred volume as 
a whole. The best way to study geography is by 
means of a globe. One is thus enabled to get a good 
idea of the proportions of sea and land, the general 
outline features of the continents, and the relative 
sizes and positions of the various countries compos- 
ing the world. The synthetic method gives us this 
general, commanding, Pisgah view of the Bible. It 
gives us a telescopic view of the Scriptures as a whole 
before we take the microscope to examine its minute 
parts. 

Nor should Dr. Gray's contribution to the ‘* Dis- 
pensational’’ method of Bible study, so popular and 
helpful to students of the Word everywhere, be over- 
looked. Thousands of men and women, seeking to 
know the mind and purpose of God in this dispensa- 
tion, have found the greatest help in some of Dr. 
Gray's published volumes. His ‘Satan and the 
Saint,’’ ‘*Epochs of Sacred History,'’ and ‘* The 
History of the Holy Dead,’’ are worthy of special 
mention in this connection. His ‘‘ Primers of the 
Faith’’ is a most valuable addition to apologetic lit- 
erature,—a most helpful defense against the attacks 
made upon the Bible, not only by the unbeliever, but 
aiso by the destructive criticism which to-day is such 
an undermining factor. 

The fact that Dr. Gray is the Dean of the Moody 
Bible Institute of Chicago is an evidence of the honor 
and esteem in which he is held by the splendid body 
of Christian laymen who compose tie board of -trus- 
tees of that institution, and who chose him for that 
honorable position. Few other institutions offer such 
privileges as does the Moody Bible Institute for the 
study of the English Bible. 

The readers of The Sunday School Times are to be 
heartily congratulated in that they are to have the 
privilege in the year 1913 of reading a weekly article 
from Dr. Gray's pen on the current Sunday-school 
lesson. May God make the printed lessons to be to 
all.of the Times’ readers what the spoken words of the 
Doctor have been to his students, 

CHICAGO, 














When Her School-mate Prayed 


WAS a schoolgirl in the ‘‘ teens,’ when a change 
of school threw me into the society of a girl 
nearly my age, but of very different environment. 

None of ber family were professing Christians, and 
she had attended Sunday-school irregularly, while I 
had always lived in a religious atmosphere. 

A few weeks after making her acquaintance, the 
Holy Spirit came into my life in rich blessing by the 
accepting of Christ as my personal Saviour. She 
seemed to enjoy hearing of my new experiences, and 
would sometimes say, ‘‘If my home were like yours, 
I should want to be a Christian ; but it is so different 
with me.”’ 

I began to pray regularly for her, though I think I 
had not, at first, much faith in a speedy answer. 
Several months passed. I feared she was growing 
more indifferent, and prayed more earnestly. 

One day I came home from school with a great 
burden of anxiety for her salvation. I went to my 


’ foom and prayed as I had never prayed before. It 


seemed as if I could not be satisfied without an 
answer—and the answer came. While I prayed, the 
still, small voice whispered ; ‘* Do you not know that 
I loved her before you did? Can you not trust her 
to me ?”’ 

A great peace came into my heart, but with it came 
the feeling that I ought to give her a personal invita- 
tion. All through the next day I tried to speak to 
her, but the words would not come. As we were 
separating to go to our homes, I asked her if she were 
coming to prayer-meeting that evening. She did not 
know. 

Then, with my voice choking with tears, I told her, 
‘I hoped she would,”’ and that ‘«1 was praying for 
her,”’ 

‘« Really,’’ she said, ‘‘do you think of me that 
way ?”’ 

She came to the meeting, and when there was an 
opportunity, she arose and said she wanted to serve 
Christ, and to know the peace and joy that went with 
his service, 

My cup of joy was full and overflowing that night, 
and many times since I have been strengthened and 
refreshed by the memory of that experience. 

My friend has not had an easy life, but is a true 
Christian woman, I believe, to-day.— May C. White, 
Acushnet, Mass. 
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The Joy of Being an Answer to Prayer. 


HE little incident related here was a_ personal 
experience. It is told now with the hope that 
it may be an uplift to others, as it has been to 

me during the years since it occurred. 

As the result of a nervous breakdown, I had 
been. for several months in a sanitarium. As I was 
gradually recovering, to test myself before leaving 
permanently, I went into a large boarding-house. 
Among the guests there was a motherly, elderly 
woman who, being perfectly well, was a sort of min- 
istering angel in the house. One day she came to 
me and said, ‘‘I am leaving very soon now, and 
after Iam gone will you go to see Miss M@—, who 
has a room on the top floor? She is quite alone ex- 
cept for the services of a small waiting maid. She 
is in avery nervous condition, and sadly needs a 
friend."’ 

I suppose I promised, but I dreaded it unspeak- 
ably. While much better, my own nerves were. still 
weak, and excessive nervousness in another pulled 
me down into renewed depression. I had heard 
about. this third floor woman, but as she did not 
come down stairs I was not acquainted with her. 

One morning I opened my Bible, with no con- 
scious thought of her, and not in the least looking 
for an applicable text. The book opened to the 
Forty-first Psalm, ‘‘ Blessed is he that considereth 
the poor, etc.'” It was the King James version, and 
the marginal reading said, ‘‘the weak or sick.’’ 
Like an instantaneous flash came the conviction, 
“This is my promise for the unwelcome duty.’’ At 
once all dread and nervous fears were removed froin 
my mind, and they never returned, 
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Soul-Winners Who Were Ready to be Used ~ 


How the Spirit Honors Obedience to His Leadings 


A great forward step in soul-winning is taken when 
it is seen that the scope of personal evangelism is 
as wide as Christian living itself. Just what method 
on the human side will capture a soul we cannot 
with certainty know. On this page are given inci- 
dents that show how God's grace entered into vari- _ 
ous hearts by very different paths. They area 
challenge to such a surrender to Christ in daily 
living that the Spirit may find in us ready instru- 
ments for his gracious purposes in leading others 
into eternal life. 
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When I knocked at thatthird floor door and was 
admitted, Miss M— exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, it seemed to me 
I could not live in this great house without one friend, 
I prayed God so earnestly that he would give me 
a friend, and he has sent you.”’ 

What a delight it was to be an answered prayer. 
For weeks I was a daily visitor, reading the Bible and 
praying with this one, quite calm myself, and happy 
in doing it. Since then it has been worth much to 
reflect how God dovetails—if one may say so—his 
plans together. The Divine impression on my own 
mind so exactly fitted. into the prayer of this poor, 
lonely woman. It illustrates also our Heavenly 
Father's minute care cf his own.—Starr Atherton, 


How Family Worship Captured Souls 


T THE age of twenty-two, while leading a wild, 
reckless life, God arrested my attention, and, 
after deep conviction and repentance, I realized 

for the second time (the first for a brief period at.the 
age of ten) what his pardoning favor was. Having 
been brought up in~a Christian home and sur- 
rounded by church and Sunday-school privileges, I 
knew what the usual means of grace meant, both in 
private and public life. My wife was not a Christian, 
yet I felt it my duty and privilege to return thanks at 
meals, and after a little opposition on her part it be- 
came a settled custom. 

Owing to the nature of my work, being. at home at 
irregular intervals, I do not remember that I com- 
menced other family devotions then. About this time 
a young man, a relative, who lived at some distance, 
called in my home and was there to dinner. He was 
not a Christian, and had never known me as. such, 
but he had recently heard I had become converted, 
hence I suppose he was a little curious. I returned 
thanks as usual in his. presence, and shortly after 
dinner he returned to his home again. He. afterward 
told a friend that that was the starting-point.with him 
of conviction which never ceased. until he was con- 
verted a short-time later. He afterward: studied for 


the ministry, went to Japan as a missionary,: and. 


to-day is a prominent educator and worker among the 
Japanese in the western United States. On his re- 
turn home that day he reported my conversion, and 
soon after I was offered a good position by his father 
at a better salary than I was then receiving, I grate- 
fully accepted it, not knowing just then how it all 
came about. 

My new position gave me regular hours at home, 
and I improved the privilege by having family devo- 
tions. At first my wife would not kneel with me, but 
would listen as I read from the Word, but some time 
later she began to kneel when I did, and one morning 
about six months after coming into our new home, 
while we were kneeling in prayer she asked me to 
pray for her, as she also wished to become a Chris- 
tian. I thanked God for that privilege, and that 
morning was the beginning of a new life for her that 
never ceased during the short time she was permitted 
to remain here. She died a little over a vear after, 
trusting Jesus as her Saviour. 

Two or three years had passed and a new home 
had been provided me. We both enjoyed the family 
devotions, and it made no difference who was in our 
home, all were invited to join with us and share in 
the blessing. Some appreciated it, and doubtless 
some did not. One evening a wayward sister came to 
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us, unexpectedly. When the time of prayer came she 
knelt: with us, and as we asked God. to remember her 
in mercy, she began to weep, and asked us to pray for 
her, and before we arose from our knees she had 
found peace with God, and has remained a Christian 
from that day. 

These are experiences which I look back upon with 
a heart full of praise and thanksgiving to God, for 
strength given in times of need. There may have 
been other awakenings which have grown out of the 
practise of the family worship that has been to me 
such a precious privilege. I trust so, But the time 
would fail me to tell of the strengthenings, the bless- 
ings, the revelations of his will which we have en- 
joyed in these seasons of grace during the years that 
have passed and are passing, and we give God the 
glory. And not, only do we hope that the sun of 
family devotions may never go down in our own home, 
but that it may arise with healing in its wings on the 
homes that are now in darkness to this grace. 


- 
The Visit of a Sweet Singer of Israel 


N a well-known town of central New York a man 
lay very low with typhoid fever. He had lived a 
debased, profane, and hopeless life, and for many 

years had not seen the inside of a church. 

His family, as careless and unconcerned as himself, 
had no comfort in such an hour. A neighbor, :over- 
hearing the physician’ s verdict that there was no hope 
of the man’s recovery, could not bear the thought 
of the stricken one passing into eternity with no word 
spoken to him of preparation for the life beyond ; and 
asked me to visit the sufferer. I had no acquaintance 


with the family, but promised to’ see him if they would - 


admit a stranger. ee bs 


As fF entered the room where the sick man lay, 7 «: 


saw that he was too ill to talk, or'to listen to conver- 
sation. His eyes were closed, but I stepped: to the 
side of the bed and said very quietly, «‘I see you are 
too weak to speak to me, but I am going to sing to 
you, and if you can follow the words and say them. in 
your heart, and mean every word, then when I am 
through singing, Christ will have kept his promise to 
you, that whosoever cometh unto him he will in- no 
wise cast out,’ and yo: will be his forgiven, redeemed 
child."’ 
Then softly but distinctly I sang, 


** Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidst me come to thee, 
Oh, Lamb of God, I come, I come.’’ 


And so on through each verse, until he had heard 
the full gospel of salvation, and its way of acceptance 
by faith. 

Then I left him, trustingly, but yet not knowing the 
wonderful work wrought by the Spirit in those few 
moments. 

At my next call I learned that the man had dropped 
into.a peaceful sleep, and when the physician came he 
found-to his surprise the patient. greatly improved, 
This improvement continued until there was perfect 
recovery. 

The man testified that a ‘‘sweet singer of Israel’’ 
(the .name he persisted in giving me from that time) 
came to his room. and sang the message of salvation 
to him, and he accepted it and was made whole, soul 
and -body. 

He wished to unite with the Presbyterian church, 
and I was. present when he told his experience. 
Being.an illiterate man he evidently thought it a diffi- 
cult. thing to tell the story properly to that cultured 
congregation, though in fact it thrilled the heart of 
every listener, It was a cold winter evening, but the 
perspiration fell in great drops from his forehead, and 
he constantly wiped his face with his red bandana as 


he tried to tell what Jesus had done to save his soul 


from death. 

He lived a consistent Christian life for a number of 
years, and then went, we believe, to join in heaven’s 
great oratorio, ‘‘the song of Moses and the Lamb,’’ 
and perhaps to stand beside King David and carry 
his part with the veritable and royal ‘‘sweet singer 
of Israel.’"—Mrs. James H. Earle, Pomona, Cal. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 
Getting Started in Class 
T-\1D you-ever stop to think what you mean when 
you say, ‘‘I know John Smith”? Iask you a 
very commonplace question : ‘* Do know 
John Smith?” and you reply that you do, Now what 
do you mean when you say that you ‘‘ know” him? 
It may mean merely that you are uainted with 
the particular human body that lives in your town, 
and that walks around and answers to the name. 
ohn Smith. But there is a big difference between 
nowing John Smith that way and really knowing 
what sort of man he is. Suppose you are put on 
the witness stand, and the judge says, ‘‘ Tell us 
what you know about him.” And you say, ‘* Well, 
we played together as boys, and we went to school 
together, and we went to college together, and we 
went to Europe together, and Seen haven: gone 
off on hunting and fishing trips together, and we 
married sisters, and are partners in business, and 
belong to the same church, and live next door toeach 
other.” Doubtless the judge would feel that you 
really did know John Smith quite well. Not many 
of us know any person as well as that. To know a 
man’s character and ideals’ you must be with him 
under all sorts of circumstances, and see how he be- 
haves when he is tired and cross and when he is 
happy and prosperous.. You must ‘‘summer and 
winter with him,” as they say. The more persons 
you know intimately the richer life becomes to you. 
And :-we come to know jesus this same way, and a 
review of his human. life is an hour spent in getting 
to know him better, and enriching our lives with him. 


The Teacher’s Preparation 

[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 
The review lesson to-day may be looked at in two 

ways : the teacher may plan the lesson to cover the 


last quarter only, or, since this is the end of the year’s | 


study of the life of Jesus, the lesson may be planned 
to cover’ all that: we have coveredin the year.. Both 
Professor Clow and Dr. Wells point. out that it may 
be wise to omit the lessons on specific subjects, and 
plan the hour toa study of the movement of Jesus’ 
work. Ofttimes the most useful sort of a review is 
to show the class the sequence of the separated inci- 
dents they have been studying. It is a revelation to 
many ascholarto have the-scattered incidents and 
words of Jesus welded into one continuous plan. 
The teacher will find abundant help in this issue of 
the ‘Times on either plan that may be chosen for the 
lesson. Professor Clow weaves the lesson of the 
quarter into a whole. Dr. Sanders does the same. 
Dr. Wells’ questions are based on the same plan. 
Dr. Riddle and Mr. Ridgway take up each lesson 
separately, and give a résumé of the facts:and the 
practical. applications. The Class in Session takes 
up the review froma different angle, and is sugges- 
tive.of- a way in which a class may be led to “* find 
itself” aftera year’s study, in regard to its thoughts 
as to the character of Jesus. The points brought out 
are those actually ay by the members of the 
‘* Pilot Class,” to: which the lesson is taught each 
week, 


The Class in Session 
- We have been observing and studying various in- 
cidents in the life of Jesus, and we have seen how he 
acted: and how he behaved himself under various 
circumstances and what he talked about, and now we 
are looking back over almost fifty lessons in which 
we have been meeting him, and we-must ask our- 
selves what sort of man he is. We come to know 
Jesus’ human character just exactly as we come to 
know any personality,—by observing and seeing how 
he acts under various conditions. Most efforts’ to 
analyze a man’s character are unsatisfactery, yet 
there is no other way we can go at it except’ to take 
him up piecemeal, as it were, and then try to remem- 
ber that no man is a agg thing, but.a@ solid, un- 
divided individual. ow, if you were asked to name 
the leading trait in Jesus as aman, most of you would 
say that it was 

Love.—You might call it ‘‘ unselfishness,” or some 
other more familiar name. You would not say just 
that of David, and certainly not of Solomon ; Alex- 
ander the Great and Napoleon were certainly leaders 
whose’ foremost trait was not love. You would find 
it profitable to try to pick out a few specific incidents 
or sayings that lead you to the conclusion that 
‘*Love” was his leading characteristic. You-will be 
surprised to find how difficult it is for you to select 
any such specific thing, for everything he did seemed 
flavored. with that sweet, unselfish spirit of service. 
You remember, of course, that we are now limiting our- 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 29. FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW 


Golden Text: If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it 
is of God, or whether I speak from myself.—John 7 + 17 





Selves to just that portion of his life that we have 
gone over in the lessons of this year. 

He was a Great Teacher—some one else will sug- 
gest. Quite right. And now pick out something 
that leads you to say that. He did not make the 
mistake of talking over the heads of his hearers, but 
used’ pictures and stories that any one could under- 
stand... We call them parables, and we would under- 
stand better if we called them by the word we use in 
common speech,—illustrations. He was a master of 
the art of illustration, and made the deepest spiritual 
truth plain by the skilful use of apt illustrations. 
You can think of other evidences of his skill as a 
teacher. 


He was a Leader of Men,—Leadership is the 
ability to conceive a plan, a purpose, and persuade 
men to’ fall in with it and give themselves up to it 
with all the enthusiasm you yourself do. And Jesus 
showed this quality pre-eminently. First he got 
twelve men to give up everything else to follow him, 
and then he gave them his ‘‘ platform,” we call it 
“the Sermon on the Mount"; and after that he pro- 
ceeded to teach them the meaning of that platform 
in detail; but most of all, he tried to teach them that 
he was in his own person the Messiah we see in that 
crisis at Ceesarea Philippi and the Transfiguration. 

He Had a Feeling of Being *‘ Commissioned." — 
Jesus gives us the impression all the while that he is 
not alone in his work, but that he is sent by some 
one else to do a special piece of work. There is a 
curious selflessness about him. It really is the es- 
sence of humility, for humility is not the way we be- 
have toward others, but the way we think of ourselves 
as being part of a great human team, and being will- 
ing to get into the team work regardless of any per- 
sonal glory. How true this was of Jesus! First, 
when he was a boy in the temple: ‘‘ Wist ye not that 
I must be about my Father's business,” and again, 
as Mark tells'us in chapter 1 : 38, when they tried to 
get him to return to the scene of his great work of 
the evening before: ‘‘ Let us go elsewhere... that I 
may preach, ... for to this end came I forth.” - You 
would not find it difficult to aame other occasions 
when this characteristic showed very plainly. 

He was a Very Balanced Man.—Nothing seemed 








Titles and Golden Texts 


I. JESUS WALKING ON THE SEA. (Mark 6 : 45-56). 

Straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good 
cheer; it is 1; be not afraid—Matt. 14 : 27. 

2. CLEAN AND UNCLEAN (Mark 7 : 1-23). 

For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.— 
Rom. 14 : 17. 

3. MISSION TO THE GENTILES (Mark 7 : 24-30; 
Matt. 8 : 5-13). 

Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.— 
John 6 : 37. 

4. WANDERINGS IN DECAPOLIS (Mark 7 : 31 to 8 : ro). 

He hath cone all things well ; he maketh even the deaf 
to hear, and the dumb to speak.— Mark 7 : 37. 

5. THE SIGN AND THR LEAVEN (Mark. 7 : 11-26). 

Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in the dark- 
ness,. but shall have the light of life:—John 8 : 12, 

6. WORLD’S TEMPERANCE SUNDAY (Hosea 7). 

Woe unte them that rise up early in the morning, that 
they may follow strong drink ; that tarry Jate into the night, 
till wine inflame them !—Isa. 5 : 11. 

7. THE GREAT QUESTION (Mark 8 : 27 to 9: 1). 

Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God,—Matt. 
16 : 16, 

8. THE TRANSFIGURATION (Mark 9 : 2-13). 

A voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my Son, 
my chosen: hear ye him, And when the voice came, 
Jesus was found alone.—Luke 9 : 35, 36. 

9. THE LUNATIC BOY (Mark 9 : 14-29). 

And Jesus said unto him, If thou canst! All things are 
possible to him that believeth.—-Mark 9 : 23. 

10. ‘THE CHILD IN THE MIDST (Matt. 18 : 1-14). 

In heaven their angels do always behold the face of my 
Father who is in heaven.—Matt. 18 : Io. 

Il, FORGIVENESS (Matt. 18 : 15-35). 

Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each 
other, even as God also in Christ forgave you.—Eph. 4 : 32. 

12. CHRISTMAS LESSON (Isa. 9 : I-7). 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.—Isa, 
9:6 
13. REVIEW. 

If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the 

teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from 


myself.—John 7 : 17. 


to disturb his equamimity. He never said too much 
or too little, nor did he get nervous in critical mo- 
ments. But more noticeable still was his sanity in 
balancing the affairs of life. He never made the 
mistake of forgetting that men Aave bodies, and 
never swung the other way, and forgot that men are 
ae beings. He asked a spiritual life in a body 
of flesh, 

And so we may go on in selecting those traits.and 
qualities that Jesus exhibited, and thus do we add to 
an acquaintance with his person. Nor must we for- 
get that what Jesus was in the flesh that very same 
thing he is now that he is in the spirit. 


A Lesson Summary 

Jesus Christ had a perfectly definite p e in 
coming in to the visible life of men. First of all, he 
came that men might see him, and see how he acted 
under precisely the same conditions under which 
they lived and are living: Second, he came that he 
might. tell them the truth about the invisible God, 
their Creator and Fatber. Third, he came to niake 
sacrifice for the sins of the world. The lessons of 
this year come up to this third purpose, but do not 
go very far into it. When Jgsus took the disciples 
to Ceesarea Philippi, and they admitted that they be- 
lieved that he was the Messiah of God, and he de- 
clared that he was, he began a new teaching with 
them,—*' That the Son of man must be put to death.” 
The lessons that we have been studying during 1912 
show us rather Jesus the man and the teacher and 
leader who brought his disciples up to this great rev- 
elation. The Christian who is seeking to be like 
Christ will find the pattern for his soul-life im these 
days when Jesus was seeking to reveal himself to the 
Twelve. For as he reveals his character and his 
power to his disciples in the flesh, does he not also 
reveal himself to us who follow him in the spirit ? 


Questions for Class Use 
(Based jally on } of the last quarter.) 

1. What is Jesus’ notion of a clean man? (Lesson 2.) 

2. How does Lesson 3 show Jesus’ concentration of 
purpose ? 

3. ‘What does Jesus tell us to beware of in the way of) 
influences ? (Lesson 5.) 

4. Why do you think Jesus is the Messiah ? 

5: What was the pur of the Transfiguration ? 

6. What is real humility? 

7. What is the true motive for forgiveness ? 


Other Teaching Points 

Do not forget to make the attempt to extract the mean- 
ing of Jesus’ life, the practical meaning for yourself. You 
may know the facts of his life, and yet they may mean. very 
little to you. 

Jesus had a plan and a purpose for his life, and he never 
wavered in putting that plan through. How unwise is the 
man whose life is aimless. 

Jesus was very markedly a friendly man. He liked 
people, and was always at their service, except when the 
great purpose of his life called him to other things. 

Jesus was a man of great bravery,—that higher bravery 
that shows itself in fidelity to truth, persistence in diffi- 
culty, and squarely facing the issue of the hour. 

Jesus was a man of marked intelligence, and by that we 
mean that he was quick to grasp a situation, skilful in 
adapting himself to it, and discerning in avoiding errors. 

Jesus expects me to follow his principles: in life, but he 
does-not- expect me to imitate slavishly.all lis acts. 

If you love this man Jesus for the kind of man he was, 
remember that God is just like that, ‘* He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.’’ 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Genesis 1 to 2: 3.) 


Marcus Dods wrote about the early chapters of 
Genesis thus : ‘* It is not the object of the writers of 
Scripture to impart physical instruction or to enlarge 
the: bounds of scientific knowledge. But if any one 
wishes to know what connection the world has with 
God—then we confidently refer him to these and the 
subsequent chapters of Scripture as his safest and 
ind his only guide to the information he seeks:” 
Let this be our spirit of approach to these chapters. 





1. How would you find from this lesson that God. liked 
order ? 
2. How would you find that God had power ? 
3. What is the remarkable thing about vegetation that is 
especially mentioned ? 
4. What is your notion of the image of God in which 
man is created ? 
5. Can you discover in the lesson : 
How to do one thing at a time ? 
How to do a good job? 
What makes good looking people? . 
Why variety is the spice of life? 
Evanston, ILL. 








Before Going Up to Jerusalem 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


O GIVE aclear impression of the incidents within 
¥ this section it will be well to leave out both the 
page of counsel from Hosea and the Christmas 
prophecy from Isaiah. It will also be wise to focus 
our attention on the figure of Christ as he moves, 
ceutral and commanding, through the course of the 
story. Three divisions will then sum up the lessons 
of the quarter. The first five embrace the closing 
scenes of the ministry in Galilee, Other three deal 
with the great confession and the transfiguration. 
The two which close the series describe the schooling 
of the disciples, 

At first — these wanderings ry and his 
disciple band in the remoter parts of Galilee and the 
region across the lake resemble the flight of a fright- 
ened bird. Our first lesson finds him in the desert 
place, whither he had gone when news of the death 
of John the Baptist had been brought to him. After 
feeding the five thousand, he ascends a mountain to 
spend the night in prayer. But the toil and terror of 
the disciples, as they cross the lake in the storm, 
brings him to their side. He stills the wind, enters 
the boat, and lands with them near Capernaum. He 
has no sooner touched the shore than the people 
throng him, bringing their sick ones for healing. 
Then the Pharisees, reinforced by skilled scribes 
from Jerusalem, gather round him like hawks assail- 
ing adove. He refutes their contentior that to eat 
with unwashen hands is defilement, and turns ee 
them with a severe and silencing rebuke of their 
hypocrisy. He calls the people to him, and unbur- 
dens his mind in the declaration that the real un- 
cleanness is not of the hands, but of the heart. Then 
he takes wing again, away from the crowd and the 
controversy, to the borders of ‘T'yre and Sidon. 

Here he might expect to find seclusion. But as 
Mark, with penetration, says, ‘‘He could not be 
hid.” He heals the daughter of the Syrophoenician 
woman, and turns his face eastward to the thinly 
populated Decapolis. But again his endeavor after 
quiet is frustrated. He heals the man who was deaf 
with the impediment in his speech, and sends him 
away with the string of his tongue loosed. But -ex- 
perience proves that Decapolis and the eastern side 
of the lake are too near the crowded centers of Gali- 
lean industry. He leads his little band far north to 
the solitudes of Ceesarea Philippi where, under the 
shadow of the Lebanons, he accomplishes the pur- 
pose brooding in his heart. 

When we look at these events in the light of Christ’s 
purpose we understand them. For one thing, Jesus 
realizes that his ministry in Galilee is closing. ‘The 
time has come to leave Capernatm and its unrepent- 
ant neighbors behind. e-will no longer speak to 
the multitudes by the seashore, or in the synagogue 
on the sabbath day. The hostility he has roused 
has stirred up his enemies, and he finds it wise to 
become a stranger to the streets of the busy cities 
round the lake. He sees how the excitement and 
strain are wearing down both the nerve and spirit of 
his disciples. But beyond these reasons there is his 
craving for a place of solitude where he may speak 
out his heart to the men who have left all and fol- 
lowed him. He has a sure knowledge that he has 
come to a great landing-place in his life. The minis- 
try of the prophet of Nazareth is finished. The min- 
istry of the Son of man is now to be consummated. 
Therefore we see him passing backwards and for- 
wards, and at iast setting his face northward to the 
lonely glades of Caesarea Philippi. 

No sooner has Jesus left the crowded lakeside be- 
hind than his purpose is declared. He was so bur- 
dened by it that he could not wait for the silence and 
seclusion of the valleys of the Lebanon. ‘‘ By the 
way,” he puts the question, ‘‘ who do men say that 
I, the Son of man, am?” The answer is followed by 
the more eager word,‘‘ But who say ye that Iam?” 
When the great confession, which had been swelling 
like an unsealed spring, bursts from Peter's lips, 
** Thou art the Christ,” Jesus turns his back on the 
past and sets his face toward Jerusalem. In impas- 
sioned words he describes the threefold vision which 
he beholds. There is the vision of the church against 
which the gates of hell shall not prevail. There is 
the vision of the cross on which he must be cru- 
cified. There is the vision of the. way he must 
take to the cross, that way in which every disciple 
must follow. Then, and because of this confession 
and this vision, he ascends the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, and there discloses his glory to his disciples. 
It is the transfiguring of the face on the part of one 
who turns away from heaven’s open gate, through 
which he might have passed with Moses and Elias, 
to come down to earth and its sin and shame and 
sorrow and on the cross work out redemption: The 
shrieking demoniac boy who meets him is only an 
emblem of the world’s need of healing. Christ’s out- 
casting of the evil one is the forecast and the prophecy 
of his victory. 

In the third division we are told that Tesus waited 
in seclusion in Capernaum until the hour should 
strike for his-departure to Jerusalem. Here ke 
checks those worldly ambitions which the dream of 
an earthly kingdom had fostered in the hearts of his 
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disciples. Setting the child in the midst, he shows - 


them how submissive and unselfish and unworldl 
they must be if they are to enter his kingdom at 
and to share his burden. When he finds that these 
coarse and earthy prides Have produced alienation 
one from the other, until they have begun to live in 
dispeace and to grudge any word or deed of recon- 
ciliation, he lays u them the Godlike grace of 
cherishing that forgiving spirit which is always easy 
to be entreated. nly men who have this unworldly 
temper can be witnesses of his cross and his resur- 
rection, 

Jesus had much else to teach these disciples. They 
have to pass through a still severer discipline. But 
the Master deals gently with them as he deals gently 
with us all. The lessons of a trustful and unworldl 
childlikeness are among the first he seeks to teach all 
who serve him. When these have been learned, he 
leads us on to the higher levels of joy in sacrifice, 
until at last we can stand on the great height of losing 
our lives to find them. 


GLascow, SCOTLAND. 
+ 4 


The Facts of the Quarter 
By Professor M. B: Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


LL of the New Testament lessons for this quarter 
should be placed in the spring and summer of 
A. D. 29. This hpemee is one of opposition in 
Galilee, and is marked by several wihdcawale into 
other districts. Though occasioned by opposition, 
these withdrawals gave opportunity for the training 
of the Twelve. The shadow of the cross is clearly 
apparent, 
sson 1.—/Jesus Walking on the Sea; This oc- 
curred during the night following the feeding of the 
five thousand (April, A. D. 29). The disciples were 
sent away in the boat. A contrary wind, from the 
northeast, it is here held, drove them about two- 
thirds of the way to the western shore. Between 
3 and 6 A. M. Jesus came to them, walking on the 
water. They were terrified, supposing it to be ‘‘a 
ghost.” But they received him in the boat, which 
came at once to land in Gennesaret.. Here our Lord 
healed many. John, however, tells of a discourse at 
Capernaum which led to the defection of many 
nominal disciples. 

Lesson 2.—C/ean and Unclean;. Some Pharisees 
and scribes from Jerusalem question our Lord, be- 
cause his. lisciples ate ‘‘their bread with defiled 
hands.” The reply was a rebuke, accusing his oppo- 
nents of ‘‘ making void the word of God ” by their tra- 
dition. His disciples were then instructed in private 
as to the true source of defilement, ‘‘ out of the heart 
of men.” 

Lesson 3.—Mission to the Gentiles: Withdrawing 
northward into ‘‘the borders of Tyre and Sidon,” a 
Syro-Phcenician woman besought our Lord to heal 
her demoniac daughter. After an apparent refusal, 
which developed the woman’s faith and humility, 
her request is granted. 

Lesson 4.— Wanderings in Decapolis: The jour- 
ney from ‘*the borders of Tyre” was a circuitous 
one; first, northeast through Sidon, then southeast 
to the Sea of Galilee and the borders of Decapolis, 
which was the name of an extensive region on the 
eastern side of the lake. Here many were healed, 
the lesson detailing a special case, in which the heal- 
ing was by successive steps, premeny to counteract 
the notion that the man, who was deaf and had an 
impediment in his speech, could be cured only by 
laying on of hands. A second miracle of feeding a 
multitude then occurred. The number was four 
thousand, and the details are carefully distinguished 
from those of the similar miracle. The voyage to 
the west side of the lake followed. Dalmanutha and 
Magadan (not Magdala) are mentioned as the places 
reached, 

Lesson 5.— Zhe Sign and the Leaven: The Phari- 
sees came forth, demanding a sign from heaven. 
Their request is denied. This occurred on the west- 
ern side of the lake, either at Dalmanutha or at 
Capernaum. Jesus and his disciples leave for the 
eastern. shore, where they forgot to take bread. 
They are warned to beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod. Supposing this 
to refer to their lack of bread, they are reminded of 
the two miraculous feedings of the multitude. Near 
Bethsaida (Julias) a blind man cured. 

Lesson 6.— Wor/a’s Temperance Sunday: Hosea 
is one of the ‘‘ minor prophets,’’so-called. Chapter 
7 is asevere denunciation of the Northern kingdom 
and a threat of speedy punishment. The date of 
this part of the prophecy was probably before 730 
B. C., in the reign of Pekah, king of Israel. 

Lesson 7.— Zhe Great Question: A journey north- 
ward along the valley of the upper Jordaa brought 
Jesus and his disciples to the neighborhood of Ces- 
area Philippi. Here our Lord asks a question re- 
garding the opinion of the multitudes as to his person. 

his led to the declaration of Peter that he was ‘the 
Christ.” This was followed by a prediction of. his 
Passion and Resurrection. Peter began to rebuke 
him, but was at once severely rebuked in turn. Our 
Lord then declared to the multitude and the disciples 
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the _necessity of losing. the lower life to gain the 
higher. A prediction is then-made that.some of those 
present would see ‘‘the kingdom of God come with 
comnd probably referring-to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, : 

Lesson 8.—7he Transfiguration; About a week 
later Jesus took with him Peter’and James and 
ore to one of the peaks of Mount Hermon. Here 

e was transfigured, his glory manifesting itself. 
Moses and Elijah eqpeere’, talking with him. Peter 
proposed to build three tabernacles. A cloud over- 
shadows them, probably only the three principal 
figures, and a voice out of the cloud proclaims Jesus 
as “‘my beloved Son.” The disciples were ‘‘ sore 
afraid"’ throughout the manifestations. As they 
came down the mountain the next day, Jesus forbids 
them to tell of the occurrence till after his resurrec- 
tion. This they did not understand. Inquiring 
about the coming of Elijah, they were told that John 
the Baptist is roleered to. 

Lesson 9.—7he Lunatic Boy; Coming down from 
the mountain they found a great multitude about the 
other disciples, and *‘ scribes questioning -with them.” 
This was on account of their failure to cure an epi- 
leptic boy, who was a demoniac. The father of tlie 
boy describes his condition. Our Lord answers in a 
tone of reproach. The boy, when brought to Jesus 
fell into convulsions. - The father's faith is developed 
by delay, and at length the spirit is driven out by 
eur Lord’s command. The disciples inquire. why 
they could not cast it out, and-are answered : ‘' This 
kind can come out by nothing, save by prayer.” .- 

Lesson 10.— Zhe Child in the Midst : On the re 
turn to Capernaum the disciples came to Jesus, ask- 
ing who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven,’ 
about which they had disputed on the way. A little 
child is called and made, the occasion of.a lesson im 
humility. A warning against occasions of stumbling 
in one’s self follows, and a caution against despising 
one of these little ones. . ' 

Lesson 11.—Forgiveness: Instruction is given in 
regard to dealing with an offending brother ; a prom- 
ise is made of answer to united prayer, on accountof 
the presence of Christ himself. Peter's inquiry about 
forgiveness is answered by a parable, which sets 
forth the principle of unlimited forgiveness because 
of the immense amount forgiven us. “Repentance is 
implied, but not expressed, here. ‘The discourse was 
spoken in Capernaum, in the late summer of A.D. 20. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson t.—Jesus Walking on the Sea (Mark 6 : 45- 
56). Up into the quiet of the mountain-top to have a 
talk with God if you want the work to goright, ‘The 
wise master. or mistress doesn't interfere with the 
hard-pulling at the oars until the time comes. Then 
you can walk the waves. The miracle of the 
Cunarder. And the secret of Wickersham. You 
can spend a week right in this lesson, and find it up 
to date every minute. 


Lesson 2,—Clean and Unclean (Mark 7 : 1-23). We 
run across our old friend Faultfinder again in this 
lesson, and we find him as usual a Pharisee. Jesus 
gives his approval of what Moses said, and we turned 
over to Exodus and noted a few Mosaics and our 
dodging of the same. We finished the lesson with 
the ‘‘twin relics of barbarism "—war and rum, the 
red blood-dust twins,—with apologies tothe soap man. 

Lesson 3.—Mission to the Gentiles (Mark 7 : 24-30; 
Matt. 8: 5 13). - When people are Christlike you can 
no more hide them than the stars. That ‘‘C. E. 
Society.’’ The poor little daughter in ‘ exclusive 
circles.” And then the Palmer plan of bringing up 
children. Which for you? Deacon Steel and poor 
old Simpson, _ The loaf-giver and the crumb-getter. 
James A. Farrell, the $100,000 president of U.S. 
Steel, who was not raised ia ‘exclusive circles.” 


Lesson 4.—Wanderings in Decapolis (Mark 7 : 31 to 
8:10). The way William M. Evarts sweetened the 
darkness of his last days by the long look at the 
Sistine Madonna. Father and old Barney and the 
meeting-house and church. Tiny Tim and old 
Scrooge.. Henry W. Grady and his great speecl 
which God gave him when he got back to his mother's 
knee. This was a lesson full of folks. 

Lesson 5.—The Sign and the Leaven (Mark 8 : 11-26). 
Signs. God's great wisdom in not founding his re- 
ligion upon signs and wonders. The twentieth cen- 
tury would be caught up tothe wonders. They forgot 
the lunch, just like ordinary folks, and it was Simon's 
fault. Politics and religion are in the same class 
when bogus. The mistresses of eyes and ears and 
the passing of the alcoholic cigarettist. ‘‘ Do ye not 
yet understand ?" , 

Lesson 6.—World’s Temperance Sunday (Hosea 7). 
‘* Iniquity of Ephraim” was a new name. to me for 
drunkenness, and I like it... It seems to sound right. 
How many names did -you get for drunkenness ?. 
Treating boys and tippling girls. ‘‘ Bilious” clerks 
and silly doves.' And then we wound up with the 
hogs—and found the hogs all right. No one has any 




















re a ee GE Rares sn 


LESSON FOR DEC. 29 (Review) 


trouble to teach a temperance lesson. Only 
a question of selecting from the abundant. 
local material. ; n 
3 Lesson 7-— a (Mark 
8: 27 to 9: 1). Who do Fe eng you are? 
And they come and don’t tell you any of the 
nice things, because you are ‘t vain 
»w. and don’t want to spoil you.”” W 
the family say you are? Satan the good 
business man who es no offense, has no 
spunk, who is after the trade. You are the 
trade he is after. And if he gets you, what 
is the profit of it—to you? 

_Lesson 8.—The Transfiguration 
9: 2-13). A lesson of getting into all the 
*! good:things’’ because we are ‘‘on the in- 
side.’’) And we found our old friend of last 
year who ran away from duty, and who 
wanted to die undera juniper tree, was still 
alive and interested in the world. God tells 
us to hear Jesus. He is. always with us. 
But we cannot tell all we hear and see. 

' Lesson 9.—The Lunatic Boy (Mark 9 : 14- 
29).. ‘*The last place on earth.’”’ The 
first place on earth. A lesson for god- 
less fathers of sons. ‘The -Devil’s enmity 
against the image of God. Hell makes ugly. 
Heaven makes beautiful. Our littles made 
mickles by the touch of heaven. The Mas- 
tér’ is so ‘anxious in his Jove that he will take 
microscopic mustard-seed faith, and with it 
lift us into ‘heaven. The Satanic specialists. 


‘Lesson 10.—The Child in the Midst 
(Matt, 18: 1-14). The men of the inner 
circle have a little ‘‘ dispute.’”? And so we 
know we have the same old human stuff. 
Jesus sends us down among the little folks 
to get us ready to go up higher. The boys 
and girls who fall and break their moral 
bones are usually tripped up at their own 
fireside. ‘‘ Woe unto the world’’ because 
of some other. folks beside John Barleycorn! 


Lesson 11.—Forgiveness (Matt. 18 : 15- 
35).. When you do anything seventy times 
seven times you can’t helpdoingit. And that 
is the kind ef a forgiver Jesuslikes. The first 
paragraph in this lesson will make you rich 
if- you'll learn.it. _ And then, the. greatest. of 
story-tellers. tells. you, a significant little story. 
font try.my hand at telling you about an 
old-time Philadelphia merchant, the father 
of a well-known minister who has just died. 
How weak my story as: ‘compared. with‘ the 
Master’s ! eye 


Lesson 12.—Christmas Lesson (Isa..9 : 
t-7). Isaiah’s: five-pointed Christmas star. 
Which is He most to you? ‘Your Counsel- 
lor, your Mighty God, your Prince of Peace, 
or your Wonderful, Everlasting Father? 
Why, of course! And do you love him? 
How any fellow, even an old, down-and-out 
hum, without will-power strong enough to 
take a bath, doesn’t love him is more than 
some folks can understand. Look at that 
Newark banker. 


COATESVILLE. PA. 
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The IHlustration Round-Table 


A LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdofal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An-important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent-for a two- 
cent stamp. 


New Year Gifts.— // any man willeth to 
do his will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether itis of God, or whether I speak from 
myself (Golden Text). 


‘SO year that is going, take with you 
mpatience and wilfulness—pride ; 
‘The sharp word that slips 
From those too hasty lips, 
I would cast, with the old year, aside. 


” (Mark 


‘*O year that is coming, bring with you 
Some virtue of which I have need ; 
More patience to bear, 
And more kindness to share, 
And more love that is true love indeed.”’ 
— Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. From 
Laura F. Armitage in Young People 


When Friday Came.—// any man willeth 
to da his will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God, or whether I speak from 
myself (Golden Text). Dr. Jowett once ex- 
pressed to his friend, Dr. Berry, his difficulty 
in knowing how to act in a certain situation. 
‘¢ What would you do, if you were I?’ he 
asked. ‘‘I really don’t know,’’ said Berry. 
‘©What day is to-day?”  ‘Tuesday.’’ 
‘* When must you give an answer?” ‘* Fri- 





day.”? ‘Wait on the Lord,” said Berry. 
And on Friday the answer came.—/Juniata 
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Rokrback, Washington, D. C. From The 
Classmate.. 


' A Definition of ‘*Good.”’—// any man 
willeth to do his will, he shall know of the 
teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I 
speak from myself (Golden Text). The 
Story is told us of a little girl who was play- 
ing with lettered blocks, and said, ‘Oh, I 
can make two lovely words out of the word 
* good,’—‘ go,’ and ‘do,’’’—Alice M. Up- 
ton, Hartford, Conn. 


Too “Choicy.”"—i/ any man wiilleth to 
do his will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God, or whether 1 speak 
Jrom myself (Golden Text), ‘We used 
to have a pious old colored cook,’’ said the 
Southerner, ‘* who often prayed, ‘O Lawd, 
don’ let we uns be choicy ; help we uns in all 
our changes an’ chooses.’’’ Following 
Christ means, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?’ and not being ‘‘ choicy.’’— 
Burton H. Winslow, Saco, Me. From The 
American Messenger. 


How Light Came to Somerset 

Tf any man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know of the teaching, whether it is of God, 
or whether I speak from myself wer 
Text). One of the most influential Chris- 
tian workers of recent years is Lady Henry 
Somerset, leader of the temperance hosts of 
Great Britain. Before her conversion she 
was surrounded by a rich and fashionable 
circle of titled men and women, few of whom 
were Christians. Through infidel books 
also she had come to doubt the very exist- 
ence of Christ. Yet she could not rest in 
such a state of uncertainty. She pondered 
and thought, and read and even prayed, but 
found no resting-place for her faith. Finally 
one evening, as she was walking in hér 
‘grounds, she heard a voice speaking to her 
inmost soul, ‘‘ Act as if I were, and thou 
shalt know that I am.’’ ‘The more she pon- 
déred on the message the wiser it seemed. 
And from that hour she began to try todo the 
will of God. Whatever a Christian woman 
ought to do, that was her Jaw. And she did 
come to know, and came into a joyous and 
inspiring fellowship with Jesus Christ.— 
F. O. Leonard, ‘Springville, Utah. From 


‘* Chris? s Conversation with Nicodemus: 


about Conversion,” by Louis Albert Banks. 
The prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. 


A Cowboy’s Idea.—// any man willeth 
to do his will, he shall know of the teaching, 
whether it is of God, or whether I speak from 
myself (Golden Text). “A converted cow- 
bey gives this. as. his idea of what religion is : 
‘* Lots of folks that would really like to do 
right. think that serving the Lord’ means 
shouting themselves hoarse praising his 
name. Now, I'll tell you how I look at 
that. Isam working for Jim here. Now, if 
I would do nothing but sit around the house 
here telling what'a good fellow Jim is, and 
singing songs to him, I would not suit Jim. 
But when I buckle on my straps and hustle 


-| among the hills and see that Jim’s herd is 


all right, not suffering for water and feed, or 
being driven off the range and branded by 
cow-thieves, then I am serving Jim as he 
wants to be served.’’ God wants service as 
well as praise.—W. 7. Hart, D.D., Utica, 
N.Y. From The Gospel Trumpet. 
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From the Platform 
. By Philip E. Howard 


Questions for a Written Review 


(To be dictated from thé platform by the 
superintendent.) 


1. Give briefly, in your own words, the 
account of Jesus walking on the sea. 

2. To what custom of the disciples did the 
Pharisees object, and why ? 

3. Tell, in your own words, of the healing 
of the centurion’s servant. 

4- Why, in your opinion. did Jesus object 
to giving the Pharisees a sign or proof of his 
power? 


5. Who, in answer to. Jesus’ question 
about himself, uttered the words of the 
Golden Text for the seventh lesson, begin- 
ning, ‘‘ Thou art the Christ’ ? Please com- 
plete the, verse, 

6. Who of the disciples were with Jesus 
at the Transfiguration, and who appeared to 
them in the heavenly vision at that time ? 


7. Tell briefly the story of the cure of. the 
boy who was possessed with the dumb spirit. 
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8. What did Jesus say was the condition 
for entrance into the kingdom of heaven? 

9. Should we, or should we not, always 
forgive others? «Why? - 

10. What Old Testament prophet foretold 
Christ’s coming in these words, ‘‘ Unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is en’? 
What were some of. the names that the 
prophet said the Son would’ bear ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
£ 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms. 


**Christ fo. the world we sing.”’ 
‘*T heard the voice of Jésus say."’ 
** | love to tell the story.”’ 
*‘ Jesus shall reign. where’ er the sun."’ 
**Lead, kindly» Light, amid the encircling 
gloom."’ 
‘** More love to thee, O Christ.”’ 
** Oh, could I speak the matchless worth,”’ 
** Standing at the portal of the opening year."’ 
‘*Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 
(References in theses are to the metrical 
Psalm k “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 40 : 1-10 (84 : 1-5). 
Psalm 2 : 5-9 (4 : 1-4). 
Psalm 102 : £7-20 (205 : 1, 2). 
Psalm go : 6-8 (183: 1-3). 
Psalm 150 : 1-4 (328 : 1-4). 


P 4 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty that is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


N QuegstTion Roap.—The following 
review necessarily omits the temper- 
ance and Christmas lessons, for it will 

follow Christ along the route taken during 
the quarter’s events. A few central ques- 
tions on each lesson will be written, each on 
a separate slip of colored paper. These 
questions will then be attached to the map 
of Palestine, preferably a large outline map 
that you yourself have drawn on manilla 
paper. They will be pasted on’ the map in 
the right order along the: route followed ‘by 
Christ, the last quarter-inch of each slip-only 
being turned over and pasted to the map. 
Each set of questions wi}l be placed as near 
as possible to the scene of ithe event about 
which they ask. Each pupil will. take his 
turti tearing off a question, reading it aloud, 
and answering it if he can. After they are 
all torn off the pasted ends, still adhering to 
the map, will roughly mark gut the line of 
Christ’s journeys during the quarter, and 
may be used as’ a foundation for a second 
and more rapid review, the teacher pointing 
to this place and that, in haphazard order, 
and asking about what took place there. 

The following set of questions may be used, 
amplified as you may desire: Crossing the 
northern end of the Sea of Galilee: ** What 
misfortune befell the disciples as they crossed 
the Sea of Galilee the night after the feeding 
of the five thousand? How did Christ change 
this misfortune into a good fortune? How 
did Peter show his faith? How did he show 
his lack of faith? In what other way did 
Christ show his power as soon as they 
reached land?” 

Near Capernaum : ‘* What charge did the 
scribes and Pharisees bring against the disci- 
ples at Capernanum? How did Christ an- 
swer this charge? What does Christ value 
more than outward show ?”’ 

Questions arranged on the way to Tyre and 
Sidon : ‘* Why did Christ leave Capernaum ? 
Where did he go? What woman sought 
him out? What did she ask? How did-he 
treat her? Why did he repel her? How 
did she win the victory, as Christ wanted her 
to?’ 

Questions on the way toward the eastern 
side of the Sea of Galilee: ‘* About.a year 
before this, at Capernaum, what other Gen- 
tile had won a similar victory with Christ ? 
What was his request? In what beautiful 
way was the request made? Why did Christ 
marvel at him, and grant his desire? ’’ 

Questions in Decapolis: ‘‘ What miracle 
did Christ work in Decapolis? Why was 
this a great miracle?. What effect had it 
upon the people? What miracle for the 
hungry did Jesus work soon after? How 
did this differ from the feeding of the five 
thousand ?”’ 

On the west side of the sea: ‘* What de- 
mand did the Pharisees make of him? Why 
did they ask for a sign? How did he answer 
them? ”’ 

On the way across the sea to the north : 
*« What warning did: Christ give his. disci- 
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oo & Of what miracles did he remind them ? 
At Bethsaida : ‘* What miracle did Chris’ 
work at Bethsaida? How did this diffe. 
from Christ’s other healings of the blind?” 
In this way the questions will proceed, 
toward Cesarea Philippi, at Mount Hermon, 
and back at Capernaum, 


AUBURNDALE, Mass. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ERSONAL recollections of the places 
associated with ‘the lessons of October, 
November, and. December, will be 

found a practical help in recalling the essen- 
tial significance of the lessons, Any bo 
who had a chance (October 6) to look o 
over the west shore of the lake while the 
fishing-boat was in sight will remember also 
the story of the night when the other Gali- 
lean fishers saw the Master coming to them 
across the waves. 

_Any.girl who saw (October 20) the Syrian 
woman of to-day picking up firewood for 
cooking the dinner will remember how the 
daughter of just such a woman was made 
|-well and strong through the mother’s cour- 
ageous faith. 

Any pupil who had the privilege (Novem- 
ber 3) of standing beside the winding Jordan 
at old Bethsaida and seeing the trees on the 
lake-shore will remember the story of how 
sight came, littléby little, to the blind man’s 
eyes as the healing power of the Great Phy- 
sician poured into what had been a weak 
and helpless body. 

It is often a wise kindness to lend the 
stereographs on a review Sunday to some 
class whose members have not been having 
a chance to enjoy them and profit by them 
during successive weeks. 

Eleven stereographs (or lesson pictures} will 
be needed for’ this fourth quarter, costing $1.84. 
‘Those who own the 1911 material need only 
nine new ones,-costing $1.50. ‘Those who have 
both 1910 and 1911 material. need only eight 
new. ones ($1.34). ‘The stereoscope (through 
which the pictures are seen in vivid lifelikeness) 
is 85 cents. .Stereographs, less than four in one 
order, ‘20 cents each. Postage or express is 
prepaid by the publishers on all orders. Send 
to ‘The Sunday School. Times Company, 3931 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ’ 











Department Helps 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—The past week has been full of 
the Christmas spirit. The joy of new 
gifts received and given and of holi- 

days to enjoy them will be fresh in the chil- 
dren’s minds. Be on hand early to share in 
their personal joys. 

As this is review, and the year’s lessons 
have all been associated with the life of 
Jesus, John 3 : 16 will afford a most suita- 
ble basis and memory text for the review. 
The older children know it and can better 
understand its application. (John 7 : 17, 
suggested as the Review Golden Text is not 
so appropriate for children.) 

Introduction.—Spend a moment in con- 
versation about the joy of Christmas. Re- 
peat last Sunday’s Golden Text. Recall the 
name ‘‘ Jesus,’’ placed in the center of last 
week’s star, as the name which the angel 
said should: be given to the child who was 
born. Print it large on the board, as the 
center around which to cluster a few im- 
portant periods of his life and work. By 
selecting a suitable picture, song, and story, 
under each heading, you can arrange an in- 
teresting and simple review, which children 
can understand and enjoy. 

Isaiah told some names for the child be- 
fore he was born. We have learned some 
other names because of his wonderful words 
and works while on éarth. Suggest and add 
the names, one by one, until there are four 
on each side of the name Jesus: 





THE BABY THE HELPER 
THE BOY THE TEACHER 
THE MAN THE CHRIST 

THE FOLLOWERS OF THE SON OF GOD 














During last January and February there 
were several lessons about the dady Jesus. 








> 
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Following last week’s Christmas lesson, 
these can quickly be recalled, together with 
a Christmas song. “°° ° 

‘The picture of February 11 shows the 
‘* Boy Jesus in the Temple.’’ In connection 
with that use the second stanza : 


‘Day by day the little Jesus grew like you and 
me, 

Learned to say a prayer to heaven, at his 

mother’s knee ; 

He was r, but very happy—happy in 

God's love, 
Listening to his gentle guidance, coming from 
above,”’ 
(Primary Hymnal, Heidel! 
35 cents, 

For nine months there were lessons about 
the man Jesus and the followers of Jesus. 
Select two or three stories to show how he 
went about doing good. He was a helper 
in sickness, in the time of storm, and when 
the five thousand were hungry. 

Recall the wonderful Sermon on the 
Mount, and the lakeside parables and stories, 
to illustrate the great seacher. 

It was Peter who pleased Jesus by saying, 
**Thou art the Crist, the Son of the living 
God."’ (See Lesson November 17.) Ke- 
call the part of the angels’ message at his 
birth, Unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is CAris¢ the 
Lord, Suggest again the use of the name 
Christ in Christ-mas, and that a Christ-ian is 
named for him too. A Christ-ian is a Christ- 
follower. The early followers of Christ were 
called Christians long ago, and so are his 
followers to-day. The older children have 
probably learned the names of Christ’s first 
ollowers : 


Press, Philadelphia, 


‘* Of all the twelve apostles 

Our Saviour gives the names, 

John, Philip, Andrew, Peter, 
Bartholomew and James ; 

‘Thaddeus, ‘Thomas, Matthew, 
Judas Iscariot, 

James, Simon, and when Judas fell, 
Matthias, chose by lot."’ 


Eleven were faithful followers, and their 
names are still given to many boys, One 
was a false follower, whose name nobody 
wants to give to a boy, 

Not only at his birth did God’s messenger 
tell some names of the Christ.. ‘Twice when 

esus Was a man there came a voice from 
eaven, ‘*This is Boe fm Son ’’—when 
Jesus was baptized sson for February 25) 
and when he was changed (transfigured) in 
the mount (Lesson for November 24). 

It was because God so loved.the world 
that he sent his only begotten Son, on that 
first.Christmas, long, long ago. 

While Jesus lived on earth he said that his 
followers might also be called the ‘*sons of 
God.’’ 

There is opportunity to make this closing 
Sunday of the year very impressive. It should 
be made plain that children may be true, loving 
followers of Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God. 

On heart-shaped cards there may previ- 
ously have been written or mimeographed, 
**T want to be a follower of Jesus Christ,’’ 
leaving room for a child’s name. Give one 
to any child sufficiently interested to take a 
card home, talk over with parents, and sign. 
On the opposite side of the card place : 


“We love him because he first loved us."" 


Teach the refrain from third edition of 

‘Carols’? (Leyda Pub, Co., Chicago, 25 

cents), | 
** We love him, we lof¢e him, 
Because he first loved us."’ 


Cuicaco, ILL, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


H AVE you ever walked in the untrodden 
snow, and then turned to look at the 
track your footsteps have made? To- 

day we look back over the- path we have 
come in this year’s lessons, We first studied 
the life of Jesus, then his works, then his 
words. We have learned of Jesus from these 
lessons in the Bible, but is there no other 
way of knowing him? I know Lincoln 
through history books, but some veterans 
know him better than Ido. How? © What 
is better than reading of the sweetness of 
Florida oranges? Could you “taste ’’ Jesus 
Christ? What does that mean? Read and 
mark Psalm 34:8 and 1 Peter2:3. Why 
was it important that the disciples should 
*‘taste’’??> What results from our tasting? 


(John 7 : 17.) 
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= before Christ, that Messiah should 
ave some wonderful nanies because of his 

wer (Isa. 9 : 6). ‘Have the girls recall the 
essons in which the disciples ‘‘ tasted’’ and 
saw Jesus, as: 

1. The Wonderful Counsellor, guiding 
them concerning clean and unclean things 
(Lesson 2), 

2. As ‘the Mighty God, they had seen 
Jesus walk on the sea (Lesson 1), and had 
witnessed his transfiguration (Lesson 8). 

3- As Everlasting Father, with a Father's 
love they had seen him receive the Gentile 
woman (Lesson 3) and heal a lunatic boy 
(Lesson 9). 

4. As Prince of Peace, he had given the 
only real peace, which comes from forgive- 
ness of our sin (Lesson 11), 

‘Then recall how the disciples had ‘‘ tasted ’’ 
the words (John 6: 37; Mark 9 : 23; Eph. 
4:32; Mark 7 : 37). How many people in 
these lessons can you recall who obeyed 
— and found out something new about 
1im and his power. 

Have you tasted Jesus Christ that you may 
be an effective ambassador? Do you hunger 
and thirst forhim? No appetite? Exercise 
always improves the appetite. How shall 
we exercise? John 7: 17 says, Yo, and you 
shall know, 

Therefore, Do read your Bible to know 
Christ’s will and his promises. Do some 
tasting, yourself, of the surety of his word. 
Day by day submit to his will, and you will 
know Jesus, Let your goal for the new year 
be to have this convincing power of greater 
personal experience of Jesus Christ. Thus 
only can you hope to have a truly Happy 
New Year, 


Home Work on the Next Week's Lesson 


Study Genesis 1. What does Genesis 
meaa ? 

Is this meant to be a scientific account of 
creation ? i 

Why is it placed at the beginning of the 
Bible? 

What is the purpose of the stories, biogra- 
phies, wars, visions, etc., in the Bible ? 

Of what importance are the first four 
words? : 

Which is more important, the Creator or 
the, method ? ’ 

Has the length of day any effect on the 
truth to be taught ? 

Think during the week of the different be- 
ginnings you have made. Has God been in 
your beginnings ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson 
By Pucker 


Pucker’s ** Views’”’ are not only readable, 
but they give a very definite teaching 
plan, show how to grip the boys’ atten- 
tion, bring out the spiritual truth needed 
by boys, suggest object-lessons, illustra- 
tions, and biackboard diagrams, and as- 
sign home work. . The teacher had quick- 
ened the interest in this review lesson by 
the promise that the lesson would be in 
the form of a game. Each boy has the 
opportunity to tell something of what he 
knows of the year’s lessons, and in such 
a way that the important truths of Christ 
as the great Helper and Victor are em- 
phasized. With a piece of coal and an 
electric light bulb the teacher gives the 
boys a real glimpse into the present power 
of Jesus and shows how it is available 
for each boy’s life.—THE EDITOR. 


HEWN we got to Sunday-school last 
Sunday, teacher was already there, 
like he most always is ; but this time 

he had a kind of a ‘‘ can’t-wait’’ look, about 
the way I always feel Just before the umpire 
hollers ‘* play ball ’’ down at the park. After 
opening exercises, he appointed Fred and 
Bert for captains,:and had them choose up 
sides. 

Bert chose Carl and Skinny and me. Fred 
got Bumps and Bulldog Jones. That made 
it about even, because Fred is the minister’s 
boy, you know. 

Teacher had the two teams sit on opposite 
sides of the table, then he put a lot of slips 
of paper in a hat, and had us each draw five 
of them. The questions on the slips re- 
viewed the lessons of the whole year on the 
life of Christ. 





Isaiah had prophesied, seven hundred 


He had Bert begin the game by handing a 





question to some boy on the other side, Bert 
gave itto Bumps. He read it out : ** Name 
ve of Jesus’ disciples.’’ So he named 
Peter, James, and’ John, Thomas and Judas. 
Then he kept the slip to count one for his 
side, and he got to give a slip to the other 
side. It went to Skinny, but he missed it. 
So Bumps answered it himself, and got the 
slip back again to count another for his side, 
So it went on just like a real game, and it 
was heaps of fun. I never missed a single 
question, neither did Carl, But Bert missed, 
and Skinny. couldn’t locate Capernaum on 
the map nor remember what Jesus said to 
the man let down through the roof, and when 
we quit and counted up our slips, Fred’s 
side had 19.to our 16,. But teacher said we 
had all done fine and he was proud of us. 
Then he had us tell the thing we liked 
best about Jesus. Bert said, ‘* His helping 
everybody.’’ Carl’s was, ‘* His being so 
patient when the disciples didn’t under- 
stand.’? Bumps thought the best was his 
always saying No to Satan’s temptations. 
Fred told about his giving up his rest-time 
to the crowds. Skinny said he liked his be- 
ing so straight that the Pharisees couldn’t 
trip him up on anything he said. Bulldog 
was glad Jesus wasn’t too stuck up to notice 
poor folks. I knew I had it right when I 
gave, ‘* His being willing to forgive the sin- 
ners that came to him,’’—that woman, you 
know, and the rest of them, But teacher 
pe on the board all the things that we liked 


im for : 





HELPFUL - > SINGERE 
PATIENT ~. UNSELFISH . -AUMBLE 
VICTORIOBS FORGIVING 











‘*T wish he was here to help folks now,’’ 
sighed Skinny. 

‘¢ He is,’? answered teacher. ‘He is 
here to help much more now than when he 
lived in a human body.’’ 

* Huh! -You can’t see him, nor hear 
him, nor nothin’,’’ snerted Bulldog. ‘* What 
good is:that ‘kind of being here? ”’ 

Teacher just smiled that little smile of 
his, and took out of the drawer a lump of 
coal and an elecric-light bulb. 

‘* Suppose: it was.dark,’’ he began,. ** and 
we wanted to light this room, If we had 
enough of this ceal, we could burn it in a 
grate and get light that way, couldn’t we?’’ 

‘* Yes, sir,’? answered Bert. 

‘** How else could we use coal to make 
light ?’? he asked. : 

‘* Why, you could burn it in a furnace 
under a- boiler, and run an engine and a 
dynamo, and string wires in here and have 
electric lights,’’ said little Carl, talking faster 
and faster. 

** But,’’ objected ‘teacher, ‘* you couldn’t 
see the coal, nor hear it, nor nothing, 
Whar kind of lighting with. coal is that? ’’ 

** Oh, but the power is -here,’’ almost 
shouted. little Carl, his eyes shining, ‘* and 
in lots of other houses, too, and heaps 
brighter than if we just burned the coal 
here.’’ 

** Right,’’ said teacher, looking pleased, 
**and that’s how it is better to have Christ’s 
spiritual power here and everywhere, shining 
brightly through ten thousand helpful lives, 
like what we have on the board, rather than 
for him to be on earth in the form of a man, 
even though he burned up his strength in 
doing good. Do you see it, George? ”’ 

‘* Sounds all right,’’ said Bulldog, kind of 
low, ‘*but I can’t somehow see through 
it.” 

‘* Neither can we see just how coal burns 
and sends a light along a wire,’’ answered 
teacher, ‘* but it lights the room, just the same. 
And it is Christ’s power in people’s hearts 
that makes the world so much brighter and 
better than it used to be.’ 

‘* We must be bulbs, then,’’ snickered 
Bumps. 

** Yes,’’ answered teacher, ‘‘ and like the 
bulb we must be in close touch with him or 


' we can’t shine.’’ 


Then he leoked at Bulldog sort of loving 
and earnest, and said, ‘* George, my boy, 
you can’t really know how truly Christ is 
here now until you yield your will to him. 
‘If any man willeth to do his will, he shall 
know.’’’ he quoted from the Golden Text. 
And then the bell rang and the year’s les- 
sons were done. 

For next time teacher said we were to be- 
gin at the very first of the Bible, and every 
fellow has to make out a diagram of each 
day. and what was made on it. That’s easy. 
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The Study Club 
By President Frank K. Sanders 


The Crisis of the Self-Revelation of 
Jesus : Review (Mark 6 : 45 to 9 : 49). 


fl tie Heavy we are reviewing was prob- 

ably not a very long one, but it was of 

momentous importance. It begins 
with a critical turning-point of the ministry, 
when, after Jesus had avoided the enthusi- 
astic impulse of his followers to make him 
their king, immediately after the feeding of 
the five thousand, a great many fell away, 
atid when, also because of his clear-cut decla- 
ration that defilement was a matter not of the 
body, but of the soul, the Pharisees redoubled 
their active opposition to him, and. made it 
very difficult to do his work in Galilee un- 
molested. 

With but a few about him, and with the 
synagogues closed to his message, it was 
natural that Jesus with his group of disciples 
should wander northward. This period of 
sauntering was not necessarily aimless, but 
we have no objective point stated. Its ex- 
periences were rich and instructive, as we 
see by the few anecdotes given in the Gos- 
pels. Yet Jesus was devoting himself chiefly 
to his own little circle, as, in fact, he did do 
henceforth. 

It was at Cesarea Philippi, during these 
wanderings, that the real crisis in the active 
ministry iF ae came ; at least, so it seems 
to me, atthew’s Gospel seenis to turn 


with that episode from relating the self-ex-. 


hibition: of Jesus to his followers-to the de- 


scription of his method of training them to- 
comprehend his. Messiahship and their-owr 
of his. 
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relation to it and to the 
kingdom. It was on that day at Czsarea 
Philippi that Jesus asked a momentous ques- 
tion and received a reply that filled his soul 
with enthusiasm and made his future course 
pertechy clear. Upon such a conviction of 

is Messiahship as Peter on their behalf ex- 
pressed, Jesus knew that he could establish 
his church, as upon the solid rock. 

So he began at once to ¢t#struct his disci- 
ples regarding Messiahship and discipleship, 
and we close the quarter while this process 
of education is going on. It did not cease 
until the visit to Jerusalem, which brought 
the. gracious, lofty, earnest, stirring life to 
its earthly close. This period covered many 
weeks, perhaps many months, The Gospel 
of Luke affords, our fullest impression of its 
character. Jesus devoted himself pre-emi- 
nently to the Twelve. They gradually 
graspect his real ideas. 

We are never tired of considering thought- 
fully the life of Jesus. It is an inexpressibly 
precious experience to so enter into it that 
we see the spirit of God manifested in the 
heart and life of the Master. We often won- 
der what an absolutely good-man would do 
if he were in our position’ and confronted 
with our temptations. - The reeordedt™ life: of 
Jesus gives us a real answer. And more 
and. more it impresses us as a real life, nobly, 
perfectly lived; not an idealization, but an 
achievement. And just as companionship 
with Jesus revolutionized the Twelve, so will 
our fellowship with him in these studies renew 
our capacities for the larger, finer, more 
Christ-like living. 

WasHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KAN. 








Fort Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








December 23 to-29 


F ALL seasons of the year we are ap- 
proaching that which is most beauti- 
ful and inspiring. Not simply the 

Christmas season with its joys and sacred 
memories, with its giftsand presents, with its 
reunionsand celebrations, with its kindliness 
and charity, but so soon afterward the New 
Year, with its inspirations and opportunities, 
with its beginnings and resolves, with its 
suggestions and exhilarations. Yet this very 
season is frequently passed through with 
such tired bodies and such over - exerted 
brains that its real joy is gone. We are 
frequently so busy getting ready for our joys 
and blessings that we are not ready to enjoy 
them when they come, and are not able to 
give to others the enjoyment of our rested 
selves at the very time when we should be at 
our. best. 

After all, the gifts that we make to others 
are not so worth while as the giving of our- 























not so valuable. 


Recta. fapus weed the Sea (Mark 6: 45- 
; - Clean and Unclean (Mark 7 + 1-23). 
In every human life there are seasons of 
bewilderment and loneliness. The Chris- 
tian has the power, if he will but avail him- 
self of it, to see the Christ and to recognize 
his presence. His words, ‘‘It is I, be not 
afraid,’’ ought to quiet any human condition. 


_ We thank thee, our blessed Lord, that in 
those early days of struggle and construction 
thou didst give thyself so freely to thy apos- 
tles. We thank thee that thou hast taught 
us a lesson of thy omnipresence. That thou 
art not only the all-knowing and all-power- 
Jul God, but that through thy Holy Spirit 
thou art ever present with us to bless, In 
thy name, Amen, 


Tues.—Missions to the Gentiles (Mark 7 : 24-30; 
Matt. 8: 5-13). Wanderings in Decapolis 
(Mark 7: 31 to'8 : 10). 


Surely just at this season of the year, when 
all of us are remembering the wonderful gift 
of God in the birth of Christ, it is well for us 
to recount such themes as these recorded in 
our lesson.. Christ everywhere gave himself. 
By giving himself, he gave health, life, and 
joy to the multitude. 


Our blessed Master, may we follow thee 
by giving ourselves to our work and to hu- 
manity rather than being content by giving 
our gifts. - May we realize that the soul ts 
touched, not so much by the material presen- 
tation as by the heart-sharing. May our 
héarts and deeds speak rather than material. 
gifts. In Chris’s name. Amen, 


Wed.—The and, the (Mark 8: 11- 
26). Wirkedwoes of the Wicked (Hos. 7). 


How ‘strange it is that’ people-have ex- 
pected a sign when signs have been ‘all 
around them, These’ men of Christ’s day 
asked for a sign, and still what wonderful 
signs he himself was giving to them in his 
power to heal and help the multitude. - The 
sign to-day is that the world has been trans- 
formed by the joy of his birth, and the bless- 
ings of his commemoration. 


Dear loving Father, as we bow before thee 
on. this happy Christmas morning, may we 
realize how near thou art to every heart; 
how thou dost love the little children ; how 
thou dost give thyself to men and women, 
and how thou dost ask us to-day to wish each 
other a merry, blessed Christmas by giving 
to cach other the spirit of our Master. For 
his sake. Amen. 


Thurs.—The Great Question (Mark 8: 27 to 9: 1). 
The Transfiguration (Mark 9 : 2-13). 


Christmas Day is passed on the calendar, 
but it should last 365 days in our hearts, and 
take us into the New Year with the sense of 
joy greater than we have ever known, We 
were on the Mount of Transfiguration yes- 
terday and had the joy of Christmas time. 
Let us go down from the mount into the 
world, and take the Christmas spirit with us. 


We thank thee, our God and Father, that 
thou hast given to us a realization of thy- 
self, as we have seen Jesus Christ at times 
transfigured before us. May the transfigu- 
vation of Christ mean the transformation 
of our lives. May we be able not only to 
see thee as a Saviour in our justification, 
but see thee as a sanctifier in the power of the 
Holy Spirit day by day. Amen. 


Fri.—The Lunatic Boy (Mark 9: 14-29). The 
Child 


im the Midst (Matt. 18 : 1-14). 

These last days have been child-days to us 
all. If little children have not been in our 
homes, the thought of little children has been 
in our hearts. What great and wonderful 
lessons Christ would teach us. The childlike 
spirit is the spirit of greatness, and if it can 
blend the simplicity of the Saviour’s message 
with the force of his character, we can win 
the hearts of men as he won them. 


Dear loving Master, we ask thee that all 
of us may keep throughout the coming year 
the childlike spirit which thou didst have 
when thou wast here upon the earth. Amid 
all life’s controversies and difficulties may 
we set aside our worldly ambitions as we 
call the child’s life into our midst and learn 
from him, Amen, 


| given, 


St 
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tae tetaeat (Matt. 16: 15-35). 

¢ injuries of an unforgiving spirit come 
to those who do not forgive, not to the unfor- 
If you do not forgive your friend or 
enemy, you are not hurting him, That hurt 
is outside your life, but are hurting your- 
self. The blessings of forgiveness come to 
the forgiving. 

O God, our Father in heaven, when we 
realize how much thou hast forgiven us, and 
how many and constant have been our sins, 
we bow in humikity before thee, and wonder 
that we can ever hold an unforgiving spirit 
toward those who have wron, us. May 
we always, when we pray the Lord’s prayer, 
remember thy clause on forgiveness. For 
Christ’s sake. Amen, 


—Forand Against Him (Luke 9: 49-62(. The 
Sue Prince of Peace (Or lsd 911). 

We ought to be more patient with those 
who are curious «nd hesitant as to our Lord 
and Master. In our impatience we feel ‘that 
they must yield at once, We frequently dis- 
close our impatience by our lack of charity, 
Jesus Christ did not show this spirit. Dur- 
ing these closing days of the old year, may 
we learn to live nearer Christ every day. 


We ask thee, our Father, that we may 
never fail to show forth thy love to those who 
are round about us by our charity, patience, 
and faithfulness. We know that there are 
great numbers of people everywhere who 
Still must learn the Spirit of Christ. They 
can not see thee, they can not know thee, save 
as they see and learn thée in our lives, Help 
us to show thy character always, For 
Christ’s sake, Amen. 





| Children at Home 





A City Playhouse 
By Emily Rose Burt 


s6 HIS isn’t any kind of a place to play,”’ 
grumbled Betty. 

j ‘*] know it,’’ assented Grace, 

‘*and if we want to play house, it always has 

to be in the same spot—under this old pine- 

tree or else over in the corner under the three 

apple-trees.’’ 

Aunt Jane looked up from her embroidery. 
** So you think you haven’t any place to play,”’ 
she said slowly. ‘* A big green yard, a pine- 
tree, three apple-trees, and a corner. Of 
course that includes the right to walk on the 
grass and to cut switches from the apple- 
trees, too,’’ 

Betty sand Grace looked puzzled. 
’course,’’ they nodded, wonderingly. 

** Oh, don’t look so astonished,’’ continued 
Aunt Jane. ‘: You know there are places 
where children are not allowed to walk on 
the grass, or break even so much as a twig 
from the trees. If they did they would be 
arrested should a policeman happen to see 
them.”’ 

**Oh !’’ exclaimed Grace. 
mean.”’ 

**So do I,’’ chimed in Betty. 

**No,’’ said Aunt Jane, ‘‘it’s all right. It 
has to be so, or there wouldn’t be any parks 
left in the big cities. But those little children 
of the city find places to play in just the same 
and have good times. Do you want me to tell 
you about the three little children whom I 
saw one day having a perfectly fine time play- 
ing house in a New York City street? ’’ 

** Yes,’’ cried Betty and Grace in chorus. 

**Well,’’? began Aunt Jane, ‘‘one after- 
noon I was walking up Broadway in New 
York, and I saw these children, There was 
a narrow space of bare dirt between the side- 
walk and the street curb; oh, it was very, 
very narrow, indeed, but there it was that 
two little girls and a boy had made a play- 
house and were playing in it. The rooms 
were marked out with broken bits of jagged 
stone picked from the rubbish of a near-by 
building that was being put up. One little 
gitT sat on a rock about as big as a small pic- 


‘sé Why, 


*¢ I think that’s 


ture-book, and she quite filled one of the | 
The other little girl was in the other | 


rooms. 
room of the house, and she entirely filled up 
that room, when she sat on her little block of 
stone. 

**Then came a narrow passage way of 


stones where a little wee bit of a boy was | 
The passage was | 
just as wide as one of his feet, so he had to | 


picking. his way along. 


walk very carefully. At the end of the pas- 











boy, when he reached it, sat down in it 
and called it his. all three seemed to 
be having a beautiful time, and that is all 
these ch had for a place to play, or 
outdoor things to play with. Would you 
like to exchange your whole big green yard, 
with a pine-tree and three apple-trees and a 
fence corner, for a little bare strip of dirt 
along the city street ? ’’ 

‘* Wouldn’t like it,”’ said Grace earnestly, 

‘* Not a bit,’’ added Betty. 

And roe grumbled no more about their 
playground. 


New York Ciry. 


The Young People's | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer | 
Sunday, December 29, 1912 
Missionary Needs and How We May 


Help to Meet Them (2 Cor. 8: 1-9). 











Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Need of volunteers (Isa. 6 : 5-10). 
‘TUES. —Of our consecration (3 John 3-8). 
WED.—Of money (2 Cor. 9 : 6-11). 
‘THURS.— Of system (1 Cor. 16 : 1-3). 
FRI.—Of literature (Hab. 2 : 1-3). 
Sat.—Of prayer (Matt. 9 : 35-38). 











What specific missionary help can you give ? 
. oo a definite need in a definite mission 
eld. 


HE first great need of missions is obedi- 
ence. It is not knowledge, or money, 
or organization, or leadership, or even 

prayer, but obedience. Obedience will lead 
us on to provide everything else, but without 
it nothing else that is offered will be of avail. 
** And Samuel came to Saul; and Saul said 
unto him, Blessed be thou of Jehovah: I 
have performed the commandment of Jeho- 
vah. And Samuel said, What meaneth then 
this bleating of the sheep in mine ears, and 
the lowing of the oxen which I hear? And 
Saul said, They have brought them from the 
Amalekites: for the people spared the best 
of the sheep and of the oxen, to sacrifice unto 
Jehovah thy God; and the rest we have 
utterly destroyed. Then Samuel said unto 
Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee what Jehovah 
hath said to me this night. And he said 
unto him, Say on. . . . And Samuel said, 
Hath Jehovah as great delight in burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the 
voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat 
of rams.’’ 
bd 

In the case of missions, obedience consists 
in bringing ‘all that we have to God and 
putting it in his hands for his use. ‘This 
will bring him the money that is neéded to- 
day. There is not a missionary board or 
society that does not need money for the 
work which God is giving it to do—to send 
out new missionaries, to provide simple, 
healthful dwellings for them, to train native 
evangelists, to provide for wide-reaching and 
continuous itineration, to carry the gospel to 
the villages, to establish schools until they 
can become self-supporting, to carry on 
hospitals, to provide the Bible. It is true 
that wherever common Christian men go 
they should carry their religion with them 
and spread it, just as Mohammedan traders 
carry their religion with them and spread it 
to-day all over northern Africa. But we 
cannot leave the evangelization of the world 
to the merchants and consuls who go out to 
non-Christian countries from America. Some 
of them carry the gospel and some of them 
leave it behind. We must send out the 
men and women to give their whole time 
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Their work is the most solid and well planned 
and and when a church sent 
out in Christ’s mame its own sons and 
daughters, it owes it to Christ to sustain 
them and their work, which is his work. 
Individual missionary enterprises are some- 
times right and useful, but most of them are 
short-lived, wasteful, and inefficient. More 
adequate support of the best missionery work, 
which as a rule is the work of the church 
missionary agencies, is a great missionary 


need, 
_ & 
ually with a fuller support of the miv- 
Pt Bon on the field Lieve need of a 
far greater number of missionaries, and every 
mail brings to the missionary boards appeals 
for new missionaries, both men and women. 
This was the appeal which the missionaries 
in India sent out from their conference in 
Madras in 1900: 

** The doors are opening, the adversaries 
are increasing. There is scarcely a part of 
India which is not now accessible to wise, 
patient, and zealous missionary effort. ‘The 
command of Christ our Saviour has not 
changed : ‘ Make disciples of all the nations.’ 
Nor assuredly has his promise failed us 
during the last ten years. He has been 
with us ‘all the days.’ . 


** Yet, although modern missionaries have 
been at work ih India for more than a cen- 
tury, the fact Yemains that the number of 
foreign missionaries at present engaged in 
the work in these lands is not only wholly 
inadequate to enable them to avail them- 
selves of the opportunities that press »yon 
them, but also far below what the resources 
of the Christian Church can well afford to 
maintain. 


% 


**It is thought to be anything but an ex- 
travagant estimate of the needs of the coun- 
try if we ask that there be one male and one 
female missionary. for évery 50,000 of the 
population, and this would mean the quad- 
rupling of our present numbers, « It is the 
opinion of sober, thoughtful, and zealous 
men that, in order to carry on thoroughly 
the work now in hand and to enter the most 
obviously,.open. doors. which God- has set 
before his church. in India, the missionary 
staff in the country should be at least doubled 
within the next ten years. ... 

‘* Every worker endued with the spirit of 
love, of power, and of a sound mind, and pos- 
sessing the qualities that go to make the suc- 
cessful minister at home, will find here abund- 
ant scope for the exercise of all his gifts, 

**In the name of Christ our common Lord 
—for the sake of those who, lacking him, 
are as sheep without ashepherd—we ask you 
to listen to our appeal.’’ 


% 

Is there not some one in your society who 
could go asa missionary? ‘Teachers, nurses, 
doctors, industrial workers are needed, as 
well as ordained ministers. 

Most of all there is need of prayer. What 
did Jesus say about prayer and missions ? 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








OHI0.—I am pastor of a circuit having four 
appointments. I can meet with each but once 
in two weeks. We live in B——, and the 
church here is composed of ten elderly people, 
with but one child in the homes of the church. 
‘There are two other weak churches in the 
town and one strong one. As fast as the weak 
churches make an effort to build up a Sunday- 
school the strong church coaxes the children 
away. ‘The population of the town is 800. I 
have no desire to pull down any other, but I 
wish to build my own church up and ad- 
vance the cause of Christ. Our school num- 


| bers about twenty-five, of which at least twenty 


and strength, undiverted by the necessity of | 
earning their own living, to the supreme | 


work of making Christ known to all the 
world, 


% 


And one great need to-day is that Chris- | 
| locality has’ every advantage over the rest, 


tians and Christian churches should send 
their money to their own responsible mis- 
sionary agency. It can be trusted to make 
the best use of it. 
women who work on their own account, 
and there are good agencies of various kinds, 
but church members will do best. to send 
their contributions through their own church 
boards. No missionaries are abler or more 


sage was still another room, and the little | devoted or more successful than these, 


a ed 


are adults—mostly old people. Can you sug- 
gest a solution to my problem ?—F. W. O. _- 


Y own impression is, that four churches 
in a town of 800 are too many. ‘Iwo 
churches are quite enough ; and yet 


| there may be conditions that I am not famil- 


There are good men and | 


iar with. One large Sunday-school in the 
simply because of its size. There is always 
attractiveness in numbers. If you are thor- 
oughly convinced thaf you ought to maintain 
a church of ten members in a town of that 
size, and there is a- possibility of growth, 
then I should not consider that smaliness of 
numbers was necessarily failure. I would 
make my work just as good as I could, being 


( Continued .on next page) 
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tmas Gifts 


‘There is a uliar di attached to the of 
pec gnity sd gift 


a book, that 


is in no way 


the price.’’ 





A Book that is Attracting Wide Notice. 


Reasonable Biblical Criticism 


By Wi.is J. Beecner, D.D. In this 
work Dr, Beecher gathers up the his- 
tory of biblical criticism in recent years, 
selects the significant tendencies, ana- 
lyzes them, and with great fairness and 
full consideration of the value of both 
the bigher critical and. the ultra-con- 
servative positions, brings the reader 
face to face with most reasonable con- 


clusions with regard to the whole ques- 
tion. It is a book of great importance, ' 


and will undoubtedly do much to help 
the everyday Bible student to solid 
ground. $1.50. 


Mr. Sankey’s Own Life Story and 
His Story of the Hymns. 


My Life and the 
Story of the Gospel Hymns 


By Ira D. SANKEY. This book con- 
tains Mr. Sankey’s story of his own life, 
and tells the stories of scores of gospel 
hymns—how they catne to be written, 
or the incidents of their use all over the 
world, 24 illustrations; 410 pages. $1.50, 


Meets the Need of Every Bible Student. 


A Dictionary of the Bible 


(Third Revised Edition.) By Joun D, 
Davis, Ph.D., D.D,., LL.D., Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Recognized as 
one of the best single-volume Bible dic- 
tionaries published, this third revision 
increases the practical utility of the work, 
enlarging and greatly enriching it. ‘The 
many new full-page illustrations and the 
accurate and scholarly maps form astron 
feature of the work, Attractively csaat 
in blue cloth with gold cover stamping, 
$2.75. 


Bible Stories that Throw New Light 
on the Old Settings. 


A Voice in the Night 


By FREDERICK HALL. Mr. Hall has 
taken some of the most powerful and 
heart-revealing stories of the Bible, and 
has given them a new and sharply de- 
fined reality for the modern reader by 
disclosing through a most sympathetic, 
imaginative gift the inward soul struggles 
of Bible men and women. These are 
thrilling pictures of. human life in the 
making quite different from the ordinarily 
retold Bible story. They are prose poems 
of intense and compelling interest. A 
beautiful gift book. 75 cents. 


An Account of the Bible Versions, 
Texts and Manuscripts. 


The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Pror. Ira M, Prices, University of 
Chicago. A scholarly treatment of the 
story of the various versions of the Bible. 
Protusely illustrated. Widely used as 
a text-book. Equally suited to the ref- 
erence libraty of the every-day Bible 
student. $1.50. 


The Book to Strengthen the Social 
Life of Your Church 


500 Ways to Help Your Church 


By THERESA H. Wo tcort. Originally 
appearing in The Ladies Home ~_- 
nal, the chapters of this book offer a 
wealth of suggestions for wholesome 
entertainment, hints on making the in- 
struction of yeung people interesting, 
financial plans that include neithes sale 
nor barter, and all sorts of sensible 
ways of encouraging the social life of 
the church. A book for all church 
workers. $1.00. 


The Story of a Syrian Girl 


A Message from Mount Lebanon 


By LayyaH A. BaRAKAT. Mrs, Bara- 
kat’s wonderful life story, written by 
herself, bears witness to the power of 
Christ.. Her study of the Bible also, 
with her intimate knowledge of Bible 
lands and customs, has made her public 


work as teacher and lecturer a rich re-, 


vealing of the beauty of the Scriptures. 
And she has long been aggressively 
committed to the national and world- 
wide fight against the organized liquor 
trafic. The volume is illustrated with 
a of the author. Bound in 

lue cloth, -with.gold cover stamping. 
75 cents. 


Exquisite Sketches of Every Day 
Characters. 


Simples from. the - 
Master’s Garden 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLosson. A 
series of short character sketches pic- 
turing people in humble walks of life 
who silently teach great lessons. _Llus- 
trated ; gift-book style ; colored border 
on text page. $1,00. 


A Beautiful New England Story. 


The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark 


By ANNIE TRUMBULL SLOSSON. One 
of the most beautiful of Mrs. Slosson’s 
New England stories is now issued in 
this special edition. It is the story of a 
girl in a mountain village, counted a 
heretic by her neighbors, but whose life 
reveals the reality of a strange and 
transforming vision that the country- 
folk could not understand. The story 
has ‘all of the distinctive qualities that 
led one reviewer to write of other work 
of hers, ‘‘ literary art in which we have 
had no master since the pen dropped 
from the faint and feeble fingers of 
Hawthorne, and which seems native to 
Mrs. Slosson.’’ §0 cents. 


A Charming Christmas Story. 


The Wise Man’s Gold 


By “ANTHONY Hosart.’’ A charm- 
ing Christmas booklet of 25 pages, 
bound in mauve and gold, with 5 illus- 
trations. The story turns upon the ex- 
periences of a bit of gold through the 
centuries, and its observations of our 
varied human natures as influenced by 
the gold and what it represents in hu- 
man desire and achievement. It is a 
most pointed allegory in application to 
the complex life of to-day. 35 cents. 


A Physical Review of Some of the Greatest 
Events and Characters in Human History. 


From the Nile to Nebo 


By FRANKLIN E, Hoskins, D.D., Syria 
Mission, Beirut. A Discussion of the 
Problem and the Route of the Exodus. 
This book is the outgrowth of a life plan 
of the author to study. the Bible where 
it was produced, to read its stories and 
review its events where they occurred. 
A. residence of twenty-eight years in 
Syria has given him an exceptional 
knowledge of the people and customs, 
and afforded. opportunities for repeated 
journeys to all parts of the Holy Land. 
The book is the result of a 1900-mile 
journey, including the route of the Exo- 
dus from Egypt, through the Sinaitic 
Peninsula, Mount Seir, Edom and Moab, 
Ammon and the Jabbok, to the Jordan 
and Jericho. The book is beautifully 
illustrated with 85 half-tones, contains 
366 pages of type matter, and will be of 
reat interest to every Bible student. 
3:00. 








These books are all postpaid at the advertised prices. 


THe SUNDAY SCHOOL TiIMEs COMPANY, 


103i WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





( Continued from preceding page) 
careful all the time not to give anybody else 
Occasion to complain about you in regard to 
the matters that you complain about in them ; 
that is, that they steal away the members. 
Play the game , whether the rest do or 
not, 

Unless you can get some children inter- 
ested to start with, it will be difficult for you 
to have any,more than an adult school, 
When children begin to come, they will 
draw other children. A real good Christ- 
mas exercise, inviting in any children who 
do not go to any other Sunday-school might 
serve as a means of opening the way for 
something to be done after the holidays. 


MICHIGAN.—I am twenty years old, and my | 
occupation is that of a rural school-teacher. I[ 
live in the country, but have a Sunday-school 
class in one of the city churches ; so that having 
a flub as ordinarily understood by the word) 
in’my c is almost im ible. I have en- 
rolled fourteen seventeen boys, of 


eleven, twelve, thirteen, and fourteen years of 


age. 

1. Is there too great a difference in the ages 
of the pupils of my class? 

2. Ought the boys and girls to be separated ? 

3 Am I too young to be able to help the 
older of these pupi as much as a Srrday- 
school teacher should ?, 

4- Sometimes I become very much discour- 
aged on account of the irregular attendance. 
‘There are some who are very regular, but the 
majority are irregular. What ought the per- 
centage to be? 

5. | enjoy large classes, but is this class too 
large ? 

. [ have been thinking of organizing the 
class, but instead of having it like the custom- 
ary club, meeting at the different homes, the 
plan would be to have the class a ‘‘crew”’ of a 
vessel, the name of which would be our class 
name, our time of meeting being that of the 
Sunday-school hour. In place of president, 
secretary, etc., we would have captain, purser, 
etc.,—in fact, making all the arrangements as 
nearly as possible like our naval crews, so that 
each member might have a distinct place. 
What do you think of this plan? 

7. About how much time do ren think ought 
to be given to the classes for the study of the 
lesson ?—M. G. 


OU are surely facing a condition of 
things in connection with your Sunday- 
school work that will bring out every 

quality you have of endurance and ingenuity. 

Your assumption that you cannot have an 
organized class because you live in the 
country and the members live in the city is 
not well-founded. Yet it may not be desir- 
able to have an organized class, and it cer- 
tainly is not in your case, with a class of four- 
teen girls and seventeen boys, ranging from 
eleven to fourteen years of age, 

Now I shall take up your questions in the 
order you give them, one by one. 

1. Yes, the difference in the ages of your 
pupils is too great. The eleven- and twelve- 
year-old scholars should be by themselves, 
and the thirteen- and fourteen-year-old schol- 
ars by themselves. The present condition 
invites difficulties that you will probably not 
be able to surmount. 

2. Yes, by all means; boys and girls 
should never be put into the same Sunday- 
school class above the earlier years of the 
Primary Department. They should remain 
separate also during the entire teen age. 

3. Not necessarily, though I think it 
would be better for you to take the younger 
scholars. Those of fourteen years are apt to 
think that one of twenty is not so much far- 
ther along than they are, after all. 

4. The average percent of attendance to 
enrolment, as a rule, is from sixty-six to 
eighty percent, and the average for the whole 
country is nearér sixty-six than it is to eighty. 
You should not undertake to handle more 
pupils than you can look after, following up 
the absentees every week, either by personal 
visit or personal letter, or in some way that 
will make them feel that their absence is no- 
ticed. 

5. Yes, your class is too large, unless you 
have a separate room for them, which I 
assume you have not. If you meet in the 
main room with the other classes, ten is a 
large number for you to take care of. ~ 

6. When your class is separated, as I have 
already indicated, it will be time to organize 
it. Then your plan to call it a crew of a 
vessel is all right, though no one single 
method or plan will bring good results if ad- 
heted to too long. This, ‘of course, applies 
more to boys than to girls in the Junior age. 
Girls’ classes could be organized too, but 
you would ‘not want to-call them the crew of 
a vessel. : 

7. Thirty minutes is about all the average 
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class, can profitably use for the study of the 
lesson ; this depend somewhat upon 
the spend and closing exercises of your 
school. oF 





INDIANA.—What, in your estimatien, would 
be the best book to give to aman elected 
of our Sunday-school to hel 
him? He does not know much of the techni- 
cal nor practical modern plans for the school. 
I am hoping to get some kind of a book that 
will give him suggestions for the opening exer- 
cises, talks after the. lesson, arranging the 
classes, etc. I wish a book that will give him 
some hints that will aid him in conducting an 
up-to-date school,—L. A. H. . 


HE following list of books has been 
prepared for Sunday-school superin- 
tendents’ and pastors. They ‘relate 

very largely to Sunday-school management, 
and were selected with a good deal of care. 
I am sure that among them you will find 
just the book your superintendent needs, and 
you would not go astray in putting any of 
them into his hands : 


A Study of Child Nature, by Elizabeth 
Harrison (Chicago Kindergarten College, 
$1): ‘ 

te na Nature and Child Nurture, by E. P. 
St.John (Pilgrim Press, 75 cents). 

Stories and. Story Telling, by E. P. St. 
John (Pilgrim Press, 50 cents): 

The Unfolding Life, by Mrs. A. A, Lamo- 
reaux (Westminster Press, 75 cents), 

Just Over the Hill, by Margaret Slattery 
(Pilgrim Press, 75 cents). : 7% 

The Gitl in Her -Teens, by- Margaret 
Slattery (The Sunday School Times Co., 50 
cents). . wt 

Boy Training, edited. by John M, Alex- 
ander-(Association Press, 75 cents), 

Practical Pedagogy in the Sunday-school, 
by A. H, McKinney (Revell, 50 cents). 

Fundamentals of Child Study, by Edwin 
A. Kirkpatrick (Macmillan, $1.25), 

Youth: Its Educating, Regimen and Hy- 
giene, by. G. Stanley .Hall (Appleton, 
$1.50). 

Educational Evangelism, by C. E, Mc- 
Kin Pilgrim bea gtigs Spee ae 

“Talks to ‘Teachers: on~ Psychology, by 
William James een Bowe & Co., $1.50) . 

Hand-work in the Sunday-school, ° b 
S.° Littlefield’ (The Sunday School Times 
Co., $I ef ri ee 

The Building of the Church, by C. E. 
Jefferson (Macmilian, $1.25). we 

The Fact of Conversion, by George Jack- 
son (Revell; $1:25).°°”: 5 Sy 

How to Conduct’ a> Sunday-school, by 
Marion Lawrance (Revell, $1.25): 


The Pastor ‘and the. Suriday-school, by — 


William E. Hatcher (Nashville, Tenn. , Bap- 
tist Sunday School Board, 75 cents). 

Pastoral Leadership of Sunday - school 
Forces, by A. F. Schauffler (Nashville, 
Tenn., Baptist Sunday School Board, 50 
cents). 

The Ministry of the Sunday-school, by 
T. H. Pattison (American Baptist Pub. Soc., 
50 cents), 

‘The Sunday-school Teacher, by H. M. 
Hamiil (Reveil, 50 cents). 

The International Lesson System, by J. R. 
Sampey (Revell, $1.25). : 

Education in Religion and Morals, by 
George. A, Coe (Revell, $1.35). 

The Making of a Teacher, by M. G. 
Brumbaugh (The Sunday School Times Co., 

I 


Fishin’ for Men, by ‘*‘ Timothy Stand-by ’’ 
(Joseph Clark) (Jennings & Graham, $1). 

The Superintendent and His Work, by 
Frank L. Brown (Jennings & Graham, 55 
cents). 

The Bible as English Literature, by J. H. 
Gardiner (Scribners, $1.50). 

Principles: and Ideals: for the Sunday- 
school, by Ernest D, Burton and Shailer 
Mathews (University of Chicago Press, $1). 

Picture Work, by W. L. Hervey (Revell, 
25 cents). 

Missionary ;Methods for Sunday - school 
Workers, by George H. Trull (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 50 cents). 

Organized Sunday-school Work in Amer- 
ica (Report of last International Sunday- 
school Convention, held at San Francisco, 
June, 1911) (International Sunday School 
Association, Chicago, $1). 





Are You Interested in Tithing ? 


s? 


If yes, write to ‘*A Layman,’’ 143 North 
Wabash Avenue, Chicago, for a free 
booklet on that subject. 
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BENSDORPS 
COCOA 


are the finest i 


BENSDORP'S 


Use only as much 


as of other makes because of its 
DOUBLE STRENGTH. . 
Always in Yellow Wrapper. Sample sent on request 
Importers, Boston 





HELPS FOR THE 
1913 LESSONS 
ce REV. G.- — 
CAMPBELL MORGAN’S 
TEACHING OF 
THE LESSON 
Leatherette, Vest Pocket Size 


Price Twenty-five Cents 


DR. J. R. MILLER’S 
DEVOTIONAL 
HOURS WITH 
THE LESSONS 


12mo Net $1.25 
Specially Emphasizing the 
leachin 4 


At all Rooksetle 


GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY 


% West 32nd Street. New York 


HGéS@22 HGS 


Golden Nuggets and 
Friendship Nuggets 


Collections of happy,’ helpful 
thoughts. Sesat to henv. 
paper, each e illuminated. 
Tied with cord, enclosed 
in decorated envelope. Beau- 
tiful cover. 20 pages. Size, 
x6%. Postpaid, 25 cts. each. 
wing and painting books, 
'» 14, 20, 30, 40, 60, 75 cts. and 
.00, postpaid. 
IDEAL BOOK BUILDERS, Publishers 
Lakeside Bidg., Adams and k Sts., Chicago 


CHRISTMAS GARDS- 


Magnificent assortment, from 25 cents per 100 up. 
Semple package of 30 penny cards for 10 cents. 


Write for.our Free Price List 
of Fine Cards and Booklets 


POST CARD DISTRIBUTING CO. 
504 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 























CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
AND MUSIC FOR ALL 
THE YEAR In 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP AND SERV- 
ICE FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Introductor: ice, full cloth, 30 cents. 
Se Gor a sample copy. 








The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


CLASS PINS (isc: 











FACTORY TO YOU nent 
(pes For College, Scheel, Society or Lodge 
Descriptive catalog with attrac- 
tive prices mailed free upon uest. 


Either style of pins here illustrated with 
any three letters and figures, one or two 
colors of enamel. Sterling Silver, a5c each; = doz.; 
Silver Plate. roc. each; Se: doz. BASTIA Ros. 
CU., 84 Bastian Building, Rochester, N. Y. 
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—I should like to have your advice 
as to how a young man can make for the 
lack of and college education. M 
responsibilities in the home are such that 
‘cannot attend high-school or college, but I 
have the evenings at my dis I have a 

mar-school education. I am interested 
in religious and personal work, and would like 
to prepare for as large usefulness as I can. 
OU need not be in the least discouraged. 
One who a gee ng the matter ~ 
r spirit will gain the best possible 
RAY. vem eine far ines than mere techni- 
cal schooling. In the first place, do not 
waste time on what is inferior, Mark out 
your course of reading and study well in ad- 
vance, and follow these, not turning aside 
for transient and unworthy books. In the 
second place, do something each day. If 
you have your evenings, you have all the 
time you will really need. In the third 
place, examine some of the various corre- 
spondence courses and choose what will 
help you most. The Chautauqua Reading 
Courses, Chautauqua Lake, New York, 
cover history and literature, and much be- 
.sides. The International Correspondence 
Schools, Scranton, Pa., open almost every 
subject to you, and provide the helps for 
study by correspondence. In Bible study 
and religious work you might investigate the 
Scofield Correspondence Courses (Scofield 
Bible Correspondence School, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York) and the correspondence 
courses of the Bible Teachers’ Training- 
School, 541 Lexington Avenue, New York 
Gity. A thorough study of the New Testa- 
ment, with Weidner’s ‘*Studies in the 
Book’? (Revell, 3 volumes, 50 cents each) 
for a guide, and the Bible itself for your 
text-book, and a careful reading and re- 
reading: of ‘Frunrbull’s ‘« Individual Work 
for Individuals”’ and €. G. Trumbuill’s 
** Taking Men Alive’’ (Association Press, 
50.cents and 60 cents respectively) will help 
to open up Bible study and true Christian 
work for you. Just as soon as possible take 
a class in Sunday-school and bring your 
boys to Christ as his disciples. Keep in 
close touch with your pastor, and make use 
of his library. In your reading courses take 
much history and English literature. Read 
at least three great biographies each year,— 
books like Stanley’s ‘* Life and Correspond- 
ence of Thomas Arnold’’ (Scribners, $2.50), 
Lockhart’s ‘* Memoirs of the Life of Sir 
Walter Scott’’ (Houghton, Mifflin Co., 5 
vols., $10), Morley’s. *‘ Life of Gladstone ”’ 


Samuel Chapman Armstrong ’’ (Doubleday, 
Page & Co., $1.50), Cook's ** Life of John 
Ruskin’’ (Macmillan, 2 vols., $7), etc. 
After you have investigated the courses 
which I have suggested, please write again 
if you want further help. 





Question.—I\ notice that in your list of books 
suitable for a library for a young minister you 
have included a few books which represent the 
views of the higher criticism. I do not question 
your vay | so, and | believe I understand why 
you have done this. . 1 also think I am right in 
understanding that your own position is an un- 
questionably conservative one, and is wholly 
opposed to the destructive criticism of the Bible. 

et I should be grateful for an expression of 
your views as to why you think a conservative 
minister or Christian worker who holds to the 
orthodox and traditional and evangelical con- 
viction of the church, as I do, would do well to 
read at least some volumes in the works of 
Bible schularship of the higher critical school. 
ANY earnest and faithful Christian men 
who are following Christ closely, and 
who are fruitfully doing his work, 
accept the views of the Bible which are as- 
sociated with the term, ‘‘ higher criticism.’’ 
It needs to be remembered, however, that 
**higher criticism ’’ is a phrase which de- 
scribes a method, not a result. The “lower 
criticism ’’ is the determination of the correct 
Bible text from a study and comparison of 
the manuscripts. The ‘higher criticism ’’ 
is the study of authorship, composition, date, 
etc., on the basis of the internal evidence of 
the text. The book of Acts, for instance, 





nowhere states that it was written by Luke, 
and many of the Epistles of Paul do not say 


A Man’s Questions nadine 


(Macmillan, 2 vols., $5), Talbot’s ‘* Life of | 





Problems in life and conduct that confront men, young.or older, or problems 
troubling wives or mothers or sisters as they seek light and help for men, -will 
be considered in this department. 


when or where they were written. We can 
only answer these questions by the use of 
the ‘‘ higher criticism,’’ examining the inter- 
nal evidence in the Acts and the Epistles. 
Some, however, in this study arrive at 
negative results, and often do so by as- 
suming principles which others deny. But 
some of those who do this, as'I have said, 
are true and faithful Christian men. Almost 
universally in the Scotch churches, for ex- 
ample, the clergy accept what the inquirer 
calls “*the views of the higher criticism.’’ 
And yet no scholars are more earnéstly con- 
tending for the evangelical faith, and none 
are more loyal to the Person of our Lord. 
Denney, in ‘Jesus and the Gospel,’ in 
which te is loyally defending the very heart 
of the Gospel, nevertheless accepts ‘* the 
views of the higher criticism ’’ as to the com- 
position of the Gospels. Because many of 
the men who hold these views are true 
Christian men, we ought to know what they 
believe and why they’ believe it. - If we be- 
lieve otherwise, the only way to answer them 
is by meeting them on their own ground 
and disproving their case,—éither the evi- 
dence they produce or the presuppositions 
on which they rest. At the same time I do 
not think we need to spend much time in 
this way. A good, fair bobék of a scholar 
who knows and who deals honestly with 
the problem, like Beecher’s‘* Reasonable 
Biblical Criticism ’’ ($1.50), is. all the aver- 
age man needs. Furthermore, all can rest 
on the word of a critic like Harnack, whom no 
one surpasses in authority, whose own posi- 
tions have grown more: conservative every 
year, and who writes. in- ‘* Christianity and 
History ’’: **Let the plain-Bible reader con- 
tinue to read his Gospels as he has ‘hitherto 
read them; for in the end the critic cannot 


read, them’: otherwise, , What,the: one re- |, 


gards.as their true gist and meaning, the 
other must, acknowledge to be such.’’ 








Never Tires 
Of the Food That Restored Her to Health 


‘*Something was making me ill and I 
didn’t know the cause,” writes a Colo. 
young lady: ‘* For two years I was thin 
and sickly, suffering from indigestion 
and inflammatory rheumatism. 

‘‘] had tried different kinds of diet, 
and many of the remedies recommended, 
but got no better. 

‘* Finally, Mother suggested that I try 
Grape-Nuts, and I began at once, eating 
it with a little cream or milk. . A change 
for the better began at once. 

‘*To-day. I am well and am gaining 
weight and strength all the time. I’ve 

ained 10 lbs. in the last five weeks and 
o not suffer any more indigestion, and 
the rheumatism is all gone. 

‘I know it is to Grape-Nuts alone that 
I owe my restored héalth. I still eat the 
food twice a day and: never tire of it.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

The flavor of Grape-Nuts is peculiar 
to itself. It is neutral, not too sweet and 
has an agreeable, healthful quality that 
never grows tiresome. - 

One of the sources of rheumatism is 
from overloading the system with acid 
material, the result of imperfect digestion 
and assimilation. 

As soon as improper food is-abandoned 
and Grape-Nuts is taken’ regularly, di- 
gestion 1s made strong, the organs do 
their work of building up good red blood 
cells and of carrying away the excess of 
disease-making material from the sys- 
tem. 

The result is.a.certain and steady re- 
turn to normal health and mental activ- 
ity. ‘*There’s a reason.” Read the lit- 
tle book, ‘‘The Road to ‘Wellvitle,” in 
pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. : 











Some grow tall and thin, others 
are backward in studies—pale and 
frail—improper assimilation is 
usually the cause. 
if your children are not rugged 
and ruddy and rosy—bubbling 
with energy and vim at all times. 
you owe them SCOTT'S 
EMULSION — nature's 
concentated nourishment to 
build body, bone, muscle 
and toe 
CHILDREN NEED 
SCOTT’S EMULSION 
TO PROGRESS. 
Trato%es SCOTT & Bowws. Bloomfield, N. J. 12-155 

















BECOME A NURSE 


** No nurse can afford to be without the course.”’— 
Martha E. Bare, Harper, Kan. (portrait). 


OULD you adopt the most attractive profession 
. open to women to-day—a profession that will be 
of advantage to you, whether you practice it or not? 
Theh let us'teach you'te become’a nutse. 


Thousands of our graduates without previous ex- 
perience, are to-day ‘earning '$10 to $25 a week 

_ Write for “| How I Became a Nurse” and our Yea 
Book, explaining our éorrespondence and home - 
ticé ‘method ; 370 pages with the experiences o totr 
graduates. sin ott 


48 specimen lesson pages sent free to all inquirers. 


The Chautauqua School of Nursing 
286 Main St. Eleventh Year. Jamestown, N.Y. 


Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only Fstablished 1827. 


Main Office and Works # O5.05.76..24 485: 
Hook-Hastings Co. 


_ BRANCHES; 


























Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Lowtsville, Dallas 


CURUGH Sins ors EUROPE 


moderate cost. Universal Tours, St. ,Ont. 


Ghe Sanday School Gimmes 


Philadelphia, December 14, 1912 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
: “ second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either.old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘I'hese rates include postage : 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either-to 

e separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 
$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

- copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
One copy, five years, $6.00, 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will Soailewed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. . 
_ The pager is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid Jor, except by special request. 
mough cops of amy one tsue of the paper te 


enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free upon application. 


Tue SunDaAyY Scnoo1 Times Co., Publishers, 

















per year. 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphic, Pa. 




















The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as youl agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 
It isa’t light—but anyhow ~ 
*Twill lighten her domestic woe— 

_ A cake of plain Sorte, ‘ 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always e full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils. Every thing 
from muffin snes be to abe ae akion 
pans can be scoured 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any a¢cumulation of 
grease to fight. 























Edited by the 
American Revision Committee 
The American Standard Bible 
continues to grow in popular 
favor as no other translation be- 
fore. it ever did. The demand 
is so great that the publishers 
have made this version in eight 
sizes of type and over 200 styles of 
binding so as to meet.every want. 


* Prices from 35 cents up—for sale by leading 
Book seliérs—send for Booklet and Price List to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for Over 58¢ Years 
381A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
Agents Wanted for the Cross Reference Bible 
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The Six Per cent Certif- 
icates of the Calvert 
Mortgage & Deposit Co. 
are an ideal investment 


They are issued in small amounts—even multiples 
of $100. 


‘The interest is liberal—6 per cent. 
The security is the best in the world— 
First mortgages on improved real estate— 


More than $2.00 of security back of every dollar 
invested. 


They do not tie your money up for a long time— 
the Certificates run for two years and after 
that are payable on demand at any time. 


This Company has been in business 18 years and 
in all that’ time has never been a day late in 
the maiting of semi-annual interest checks—or 
in the payment of principal when due. 

Write to-day for booklet and details 
of these very desirable securitées. 


The Calvert Mortgage & Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 









Winning Bible Success. 





mitting the Bible to memory. It adds 
anew joy and fresh power to daily life, 

Five years ago a plan was started for 
learning a verse of Scripture each day. - It is 
called ‘*The Bible Success Band,’’ and is 
founded on Joshua 1: 8, where ‘* good suc- 
cess’’ is promised to thuse who meditate on 
God's Word and observe its precepts. The 
snovement has found such favor among min- 
isters, missionaries, and Christian workers 
that it has now been started in England and 
America, in China, Japan, Korea, Australia, 
New Zealand, and South America, 

Scarcely anything helps one more vitally in 
the Christian life than committing God’s Word 
to memory, ohn Ruskin said, ‘ Every 
greainess that there has been in any thought 
of mine, whatever I have done in my life, 
has been‘simply due to the fact that, when I 
was a child, my mother daily read with me 
a part of the Bible, and dat/y made me learn 

a part of it by heart.’’ Dr, J. Wilbur Chap- 
man says, ‘‘ A verse of Scripture committed 
to memory in the morning goes singing its 
| way like a song through the soul all the heed 
long.’’ 

From those at home and abroad come 
glowing testimonies of the blessing received 

om learning a verse of Scripture daily. Mr. 
W. J. Tunley of Brisbane, Australia, Secre- 
tory of Queensland Evangelization . Society, 
says, **‘The Bible Success Band is one of 
the grandest things [know. | For three years 
my wife and I and three of our children have 
followed the plan. Our children learn the 
verses at family prayers in the morning, and 
review them after tea in the evening. . They 
have learned the ‘verges. without mental 
} strain,. and: have greatl en joyed' it. ‘They 

could stand up and, recite Scripture :for an 
hour or two.’ 
uf handsome little hand-book. has. j 
issued by-the Bible Success Band, containing 
the list of vérses to be memorized during the 
year 1913. The hand-book. is beautifully 
printed, and las an illuminated cover after 
the style ot the illuminated manuscripts in 
the British Museum made by the monks and 
artists of medieval times. 

The booklét for 1913 also contains mes- 
sages on the value of memorizing Scripture 
from Dr. J. Wilbur: Chapman, Mr. Charles 
M. Alexander, Dr. W. H. Fitchett, and a 
special message for 1913 entitled, ‘* The 
Best Bible,’’ by Mr, S. D. Gordon, 

Another interesting feature of the booklet 
is a poem on ‘' The Bible Success Band,’’ 
written by Fanny Crosby, the founder of the 
movement. One stanza of the poem is as 
follows : 


‘* Blessed Bible, sacred treasure, 

Precious Book of all the best, 

‘There is comfort never failing 
And a calm abiding rest. 

Read with reverence and commit it, 
Verse by verse, and day by day ; 

*Tis the Word that God hath spoken, 
And it cannot pass away.” 


Three hymns on the Word of God, written 
by another popular hymn-writer, Mr. Robert 
Harkaess, are also given in the booklet. Thus 
‘the Band hand-beok, with its illuminated 
cover, its powerful messages, and its list of 
verses for the new year, makes a beautiful 
and inexpensive present for friends and Sun- 
| day-scheol pupils. 

Copies of the booklet will be supplied at 
the rate of ten cents each, postpaid, or one 
| dollar a dozen. They may-be ordered from 
The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Pnilaaeipnia, Pa. 
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¢ PELOUBETS 
SELECT NOTES 


‘A Commentary onthe interactional Sunday-Sebeet Lessone 


By Rev. F.N. Peloubet, D:D., and 
Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. . 


. on of all helps is absolutely undenominational, is 
Sexi ully illustrated, and not only illuminates and explains the 
Scripture text, but furnishes a superabundance of Techdod i, 
stories, anecdotes, etc., which, with the underlying thought of 
the lessons, may be enforced and clinched. Price, $1.00 net; 


postpaid, $1.15. 


Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 
us the Uniform Sunday - 
wetwens on 
Genesis to Joshua (from the Creation to settlement of Canaan). 
Sixty pictures enclosed in an attractive rtfolio, 50 cents, 
postpaid. If the entire set is not desired they can be ordered 


in lots of ten or more. Price, I cent each, postpaid. In or- 
dering give the numbers, 


Pelouhet’s > 
Hustrated Graded Quarterlies 


For over a quarter of a century these quatterlies have been 
conceded to be wnexcelled, and. have won the first plage among 
Sunday-school periodicals, 


Teachers’ Quarterties i 


The greatest assistants to teachers who are.anxious to prexent 
the lessons in the most helpful and concise form. 


Home Department Quarterly 


Is particularly arranged and adapted to. interest and benefit 
those outside of the immediate Sunday-school. Superintendents 
‘are invited to send a: sample Quarterlies and ome Depart- 
ment requisites. 


. ——a 
w. A. WILDE COMPANY. a be 6 
eer 



































Attractive Calendar Values ae 


The Sunday-School Calendar 
The Home Department Calendar 
The Adult Bible Class Calendar 


And the three calendars differ only in the specially designed cover for each 
urpose. 
. Tr ‘hey all differ from most calendars, however, in their compact ‘usefulness, their 
low price, and the material on the monthly leaves. 

Each leaf bears beautiful quotations from poems and prose of helpfulness, the 
Uniform International Lesson location and Golden ‘Text for each Sunday of the month, 
and a Scripture reading for each day of the month. 

‘The calendar measures 5% x8% inches, and has a small eyelet at the top, so it can 
be hung up anywhere. The cover of each is printed in red and black. 

‘The school calendar for most classes or for all ; the adult calendar, if you prefer, 
for the grown-ups ; the Home Department calendar for the membership at home. 

‘Ten cents each ; $1.00 a dozen ; $8.00 a hundred. We pay the postage, This is 
the inexpensive, good. for-the-year gift that many a school or teacher is seeking. 
Thousands sold last year. Order promptly. 


THE .SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANX, 103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 


SONG AND HYMN BOOK eo 
- 260 Fyne Pees by oe we deca thisteen ave in thin beck. Sample mnt heie One, 

5 MELODIES of ‘SALVATION we $26:00 ber 100 Embossed Cloth ieurds, 

F.\M. BARTON. - ~« 608 Caxton Building, - ~ CLEVELAND, OHIO 


HY MIN S| HYMNS PEOPLE Scsesrtrer at. 


HALLOWE NEW and OLD This little space is used tor a big purpose.— 


$25 Der 100, | 100, not prepaid. 3 35 conte conte pet copy by mail. to suggest that you send for a Sunday Schvol 

























acmples 
THE BIGLOW. & MAIN ct CO., New New York or Chicago | Times catalog of needed books. Wiil you? 


WHY NOT TRY TARBELL’S FOR 1913 


q@ The largest, best and most complete help on the 
International Lessons, prepared with especial reference 
to the needs of 


ALL GRADES OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING 
Margaret Slattery says, “As an aid to teachers | know of nothing better.’ Oo 


ALL BOOKSELLERS, or Fleming H. Revell Company, a ail 


























Greatest variety of sizes 
types, and bindings. ‘Most 
recent editions. ASK 
YOUR BOOKSELLER 








